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Hello from your new Editor, tony Fiinn

Welcome to the first issue of 2024

We have a number of 2023 visit reports
plus an article on the P51 Mustang from
one of our new members, lan Kuah.

It's going to be an exciting year for us so
ensure you drive, fly or go commercial to
an IFFR event.

A word from our Chairman

As we come to the end of my second term
as Chairman, | would like to thank you all
for your support over the last two years. |
especially would like to thank the
members of the committee who have
made being Chairman a pleasure. As you
will see further on in this Beacon we have
events planned in Sandown, Skegness,
St.Athan, Wellesbourne Mountford,
London Colony and further north in Perth.
We have tried to have events in different
parts of the country so that many of us
who no longer fly themselves can drive
there. The visit to Perth could be just the
starting point for those who would like to
see more of Scotland.

When | was Chairman in 1997 the
convention was held in Glasgow and we
organised a fly-around that took in
Stornoway, Aberdeen and Edinburgh. This
year some members plan to fly on from
Perth in May and spend a week exploring
Oban and the Western Isles.

Don’t forget to put in your diary our annual
meeting in Leicester on 21-23rd June. As
usual, if you have any flying related
articles you think our members might like,
drop me a line.

Would those who would like to join us
please contact Bill Montgomery by email
on cramont@btinternet.com and he will
suggest suitable hotels etc. Some of us
will be driving to Perth and continuing to
Oban and then taking the ferry to Mull and
Tobermory.

Why not join us in Perth and also at the
other meetings nearer home.

Yours in Rotary
Feroz Wadia
chairman@iffr.uk

Visit our website wwwi.iffrorg.uk for application form



World President

George Ritchie

| find it hard to believe that it was 5 years
ago, this month, that | received an email
from Thomas Morf, then European Region
Vice-President, asking me to be the next
IFFR World-President from Europe. In
some respects, it seems like yesterday, in
others a lifetime ago. But what an
amazing experience it has been. As | start
to prepare for the transition to my
SUCCEeSSOr, Mike McFarlane  from
Australia, at the end of this Rotary year, let
me look back over some of the highlights.

One of the President’s key duties is to “fly
the flag” and visit as many of the IFFR
sections as possible. My journey and
adventures started in late 2021, when |
stood in for then President George Chaffey
at the inaugural meeting of IFFR Ukraine
in Lviv. It was followed by our participation
in the tour of Alaska, including the start of
the Iditarod 1000 mile husky dog race,
landing in Al Clayton’s Piper Cub on a
frozen river and seeing the Northern
Lights. | took office at the Houston
Convention and then enjoyed the Waltz
Around Texas, flying along with several
members in their planes including George
Chaffey’s 1948 Luscombe and Tim Puliz’'s
Piper twin Commanche. 3 months later,
in September 2022, we were back in the
USA for the Reno Air Races and the
meeting in Clear Lake California. Tim flew
me over Lake Tahoe and the Sierra
Nevada mountains. A week later DG
Jennifer Strong took us flying over the
wine growing area north of Napa Valley

and then we went West to see the Pacific.
We also made it to European Section
meetings of the Benelux, German, Swiss,

Scandinavian, French  and [talian

Sections.

2023 was even busier, starting with May
and June in Australia, including the Tango
Round the Outback flyaway on which we
shared the rental of a PA32 Cherokee 6
with PWP Svend Andersen. One weekend
at home then off to the Benelux meeting,
two weeks later to Luebeck, Germany and
48 hours later to Boston for the New
England Flyin, a few days holiday and then
the IFFR North Central section meeting at
Oshkosh. We got home in time to head
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off to Helsinki for the Scandinavian
meeting, then had the luxury of three
weekends at home before the French,
Austrian and UK meetings in quick
succession. 2023 ended with the most
amazing 5 day tour of Hong Kong,
organized by the Hong Kong section, and
including their Christmas Party at the
Hong Kong Aviation Club at the old Kai
Tak airport — and my first ever helicopter
flight.

After | visit the Americas South-West
section at Sun N Fun in Florida in April, |
will have had flying fellowship with every
section apart from New Zealand (which
was unable to tie their meeting in around

the Melbourne Flyaway), and Americas
North-West which is dormant. I'm
delighted that my last weekend meeting as
President will be the UK section meeting at
Leicester.

But what’s more important is what | and
the leadership team have sought to do to
build on our fellowship’s past in order to
secure its future. Through the marketing
committee we have developed our
“mission statement”: IFFR gives you great
opportunities for aviation-related
fellowship, for new aviation experiences
and for aviation-related service. That's a
consistent message we've used to “sell”
IFFR to a wider audience, through online
media such as our new Facebook page,
through my President’'s news blog at
www.flyingrotarians.org and in a variety of
Rotary communications. All of these have
helped us raise IFFR’s profile to a new
audience.

The many good works done by IFFR
members around the world — including the
Flight to End Polio global circumnavigation
by John Ockenfels and Peter Teahan
(which has now raised @$2m for End Polio
Now” have undoubtedly been catching

Visit our website wwwi.iffrorg.uk for application form
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attention, as has the IFFR Americas
partnership with Air Care Alliance, the
umbrella organisation for Public Benefit
Flying in the USA (and the Australian
section is now looking to copy this model).
And that’s brought us new members in
several sections.

I've also made it my mission to look to the
next generation of leaders. Our recent
“IFFR members Under 55 Zoom meeting”
brought together a new generation of
members who are keen to get to know
each other better and to work together for
the fellowships future. If you Kknow
potential members who might be
interested in that group, do please let me
know. And working together with the
current leadership team, we have
succeeded in bringing in younger section
leaders and committee members to
several sections.

As with Rotary itself, IFFR still faces
challenges with an aging membership. But

. il

arians

BN
| trust that we have started to lay
foundations for the next generation of
leaders and members who share our
passion for Rotary and for aviation. | hope
that will be an appropriate legacy as your
President. Let me end by thanking all those
in the UK section who have shown me
great kindness and support over the past
years, in particular Past World Presidents
Angus Clark and Feroz Wadia who have
both given freely of their time and
knowledge as guides and mentors to me.

George Ritchie, IFFR World President.
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SaIZbur‘g meeting, September 2023 - Tony Flinn

We decided to go to Salzburg as Rosi

and | went there on our honeymoon 41
years ago! We departed from Sandtoft
in our PA28 into rainy skies which
brightened round about The Wash.
Thereafter the weather continually
improved until we arrived in
Moenchengladbach (Germany) to refuel
and go through customs.

A slightly different route than normal was
chosen, hugging the Belgian coast
eastwards and transiting through
Oostend airspace now | had a new mode
Sierra transponder fitted the week
before. Being disabled, | try to minimise

the time spent not being able to glide to
land should an engine failure occur, that
would certainly be curtains for me, so |
usually cross Dover to Calais at 6300’.
The next leg to Salzburg was a little
shorter at 3.5 hours and the views as we
approached  Salzburg Airport  were
breathtaking.

Accommodation was an upmarket hotel
in the centre of the Altstadt called the
Goldener Hirsch (translates as Golden
Deer). Justifiably a UNESCO world
heritage site, Salzburg is a beautiful city.
Our only regret was that we didn’'t go to
any Mozart concerts, being a particular
fan of his.

On the Friday we taxied back to the
airport for greetings, lunch and a
fascinating talk on the history of Aviation
in Austria, by Salzburg Rotarian Major
General Karl Gruber, former commander
of the Austrian Air Force. Generously the
presentation (as were all the formal
occasions) was conducted in English. I'm
looking forward to purchasing a copy of
Karl’s book when completed.

The IFFR party then transferred across the
airfield to Hangars 7 and 8. Hangar 7,
open to the public contained a mixture of
aircraft and racing vehicles being
sponsored by Red Bull. A special treat
was the tour by the “Flying Bulls” in
Hangar 8 where old and new aircraft were
being maintained and displayed.

Visit our website wwwi.iffrorg.uk for application form



Hangar 8

Dinner that evening took place in St.
Peters Stiftskulinarium (tr. Abbey Cuisine),
claimed to be the oldest Restaurant in the
world.

Saturday saw a transfer to Mattsee where
we visited the Ferdinand Porsche
Erlebniswelten (tr. world experience)
Fahr(T)raum (tr. Driving space) and even
for me, who is lukewarm about vehicles,
was an excellent experience. One could
easily argue that we visit too many
museums but when they are of the quality
of these, suspend judgement until they're
visited! A very good lunch overlooking the
lake (see) was in the Schlosshotel
Iglhauser (tr. Castle hotel Eagle’s house).

The weekend was capped with a Gala
Dinner in the Goldener Hirsch.

The journey home in reverse took in
similar routes and waypoints. By the time
we reached the Belgian coast rain greeted
us and in the UK at 5000’ (mostly) above
the first layer of cloud through Southend
CTA and above the myriad military airfields
we arrived back at Sandtoft in N Lincs,
ever grateful that | had an Instrument
Rating and autopilot fitted to G-BOMP.

Thanks to the German and Austrian
section particularly Fritz Breitenthaler and
Ingo Neufert for their assistance and
dedication and ability to provide excellent
hot and sunny weather throughout the
weekend.
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UK IFFR Meeting at Rochester, by wike cromat

This year’s IFFR UK meeting was held at
Rochester on the 22-24th September
2023.

As the weather was not playing ball once
again for an IFFR event we decided to
drive up the day before.

That was our first mistake a two hour
drive turned into 4.5 hours due to
accidents on the motorways, Anyway we
arrived at the Bridgewood Manor hotel
(our base for the weekend) with just
enough time to check in and meet the
others who had decided to do the same
for dinner. The following morning it was
off to the airfield to meet those who did
manage to fly in before the weather
closed in and ferry them to the hotel.
After a Buffet lunch it was off to Leeds
Castle (in Kent near a Vvillage called
Leeds!!), for a look around the beautiful
castle and grounds to work up an
appetite for our fish and chips supper at a
Restored Country Pub before heading
back to the hotel for a nightcap and bed.

On Saturday morning it was up early for
a buffet breakfast and the coach to
Greenwich Observatory, which | vaguely
remember my mother taking me to
when we lived in London many years
ago.

| must admit the surrounding landscape
had changed a lot since then along with
the Cutty Sark.

To my surprise as we had just arrived at
Greenwich when | was telephoned by

Visit our website wwwi.iffr.org.uk for application form



the local police asking me if | could
return to the hotel as my car had been
damaged in the car park. Naturally it
was not possible but told them | would
be back around 5pm, and thought no
more of it as it was only a wing mirror.

We all had a lovely day and the weather
played ball for a change. On arriving
back at the hotel | went to inspect the
car, Wing mirror my A--- It was the front
bumper, wing mirror, both doors and rear
bumper. After speaking to the insurance
company it was arranged to leave the
car there and they arranged taxi’s to
take us back to the Isle of Wight. The car
followed a few days later and was
repaired back here on the Island.
Apparently the person who parked
opposite us their handbrake had failed
on their Lexus and the car rolled down
the incline and hit a Jaguar and my car.

All | can say is that the damage to ours
was very light.

That evening we all congregated for
drinks and a lovely gala dinner with a
magician who | must say was excellent.
After Breakfast it was time to say our
goodbyes and await our taxi back to the
island.

Our thanks go to Kevin Doyle and his
wife for organising a splendid event.

Addendum to the Rochester visit, by Tony Fiinn

By way of an aside, at the Greenwich Royal

Museum we came across this model of HMS
Trincomalee, (pictured with our Chairman Feroz
Wadia). As a former Sailor/yachty | am much
interested in historical ships and it turns out that

HMS Trincomalee was made by Feroz'’s five

times grandfather Jamshetjee Bomanjee Wadia

in Bombay (Mumbai) in 1817. The actual

ship, the oldest UK vessel built in
Mumbai now resides at Hartlepool
and it was a revelation to find out
that | had actually visited the

ship when | kept my yacht at
Hartlepool Marina a few years
ago!

Small World!
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Finland V|S|t, by John Davy

Biggin to Nummela (Helsinki GA Airfield)
via Roskilde and back in a Cirrus 22T

14 aircraft were hoping to fly in to
Nummela for the Finland IFFR Meeting. In
the end, 4 arrived: from UK, Belgium,
Norway and Latvia.

This “story” is all about the journey from
UK.

When | started detailed planning, |
discovered that there was horrible
weather over the whole trip and that,
quite correctly, all the other UK Members
had decided to travel by scheduled
airline.

But | had time on my hands......
My RULES

Thorough Preparation is rarely
wasted, and

Expect the unexpected, and

ALWAYS have an escape route

So, with depressions well settled all along
the route, with CBs, some Thunderstorms
and a Freezing Level annoyingly around
FL100. We departed Biggin for Roskilde,
a flight of about 500nm which, with a
strong tailwind was filed to take 2.2 hours
including an ILS to 21 (into a 25G30
wind). We cancelled IFR as we
descended to Roskilde in order to dodge
thunderstorms and then were asked to
hold whilst a C150 with a burst tyre was

cleared from the into wind Runway. In
fact, we gave up waiting and landed on
the cross runway (29) with a 25kt X-wind.
Having 4 runway directions is a very big
plus for Roskilde.

After 2 nights in the Skandia Hotel, we
were off again to Nummela: Same
weather as before. Nummela has a LNAV
approach but with no approach lights we
intended using this as a cloudbreak to
circle to either 04 or 22. We made a
precautionary fuel stop half way at
Norrkoping and with Turku as an en-route
alternate (big runway with lots of
approaches to choose from), continued to
Nummela. IFR all the way and we dodged
thunderstorms from time to time.

The return to UK was the reverse, except
that there were headwinds all the way.

So, was this journey dangerous? | say no
because the Cirrus is equipped with
satellite weather, FIKI (but we try to avoid
all icing), Oxygen (used above 8000ft),
twin turbos to climb very quickly above ice
filled cloud and a superb FMS. We never
flew IMC below 5degC.

John W Davy

An Old, but certainly not Bold, IFFR UK
Member.

Visit our website wwwi.iffrorg.uk for application form



Flying a Legend

The P-51D
Mustang

by Ian Kuah

While the Hurricane and Spitfire won
theBattle of Britain, these legendary
fighters were home defence interceptors,
with barely the range to make it to
France, mix it with the Germans and hop
back across the Channel. In fact their
German Messerschmitt and Focke-Wulf
rivals suffered from exactly the same
constraint.

With its thicker, yet more aerodynamically
efficient NACA-designed laminar flow
wing and wing and fuselage fuel capacity
bolstered by external drop tanks, the
P-51 Mustang had the range to escort
the US Army Air Force B-17 and B-24
heavy bombers all the way to Berlin,
engage the Luftwaffe, and return home.

Born out of a requirement to replace the
P-40 Warhawk / Kittyhawk for the RAF on
the lend-lease scheme, the P-51A
(USAAF) or Mustang Mk.1 (RAF) was
prilliant at low levels, but its
naturally-aspirated Allison engine was
underpowered and ran out of puff at
high-altitudes.

However, within months, the test
installation of a Rolls-Royce Merlin

60-Series engine similar to the one used
in the Spitfire Mk IX totally transformed
the P-51B into a brilliant all-round fighter,
and the Mustang literally took off.

The two-stage, two-speed supercharger
on the Packard Merlin V-1650-7 (A Merlin
66 built under licence in the US to even
finer tolerances) engine gave the later
P-51D (Mustang Mk. IV, RAF) of 1943 a
rated output of 1,315 hp for a top speed
of 437mph at 25,000 ft, and a service
ceiling of 41,900 ft.

With its excellent climb, turn and dive
capabilities, the Mustang was easily a
match  for the best Luftwaffe
piston-engined fighters in a dogfight. Only
the Me262 jet fighter that arrived in 1944
could decisively outrun the P-51 and
other allied piston-engine fighters.
However, the USAAF pilots made up for
this speed deficit by altering their tactics
to catch the German jets during their
vulnerable take-off and landing phases.

The Mustang’s six .50 calibre (12.7mm)
Browning M2 machine guns was very
potent against ground targets as well as
aircraft. Late in the war, as the Luftwaffe
was thinned out, Mustangs carrying two
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500lb bombs or 10 HVAR un-guided
rockets, roamed France and Germany at
low level, bombing and strafing targets of
opportunity.

One of the longest serving military aircraft
on record, 16,766 Mustangs were built,
and the type continued to fly with some
foreign air forces in South America and
Indonesia in close support and counter
insurgency roles into the late 1970s. In
fact, the Dominican Republic operated
Mustangs as late as 1984.

Many Mustangs are in civilian use today,
owned and flown by collectors and
enthusiasts, albeit mainly in the USA. The
type is well represented at the Reno air
races and at air displays with warbirds.
Approximately 287 Mustangs remain,
with 154 in flying condition, and a good
example is currently worth around £1
million.

The P-51D variant looks right from every
angle, and its crisp, elegant lines are a
perfect example of form follows function.
Its powerful 27-litre V12 engine and good
flying manners earned it the nickname,
‘Cadillac of the skies,” with USAAF pilots.

Aviation buffs also love the spine tingling
soundtrack of the Rolls-Royce Merlin
engine, which it shares with the Spitfire
Mk IX. The harmonics of this 27-litre V12
engine are simply nicer than any other
from this era, and far more evocative than
any jet.

Flying a P-51 Mustang is a dream that
most aviation enthusiasts will never
realise, and one that | harboured from my
teens. Then in 2009, | came across a
magazine article on an operation called
Stallion 51, based in Kissimmee
Municipal Airport, near Orlando, Florida.

Established in 1987, Stallion 51 is the
brainchild of veteran pilot and
entrepreneur, Lee Lauderback, who had
over 7,500 hours on Mustangs at the
time. He and the other instructors at
Stallion 51 are certified to train pilots on
this aircraft type, from first flight to
advanced aerobatics.

My flight was scheduled for 0900 hrs. |
arrived half an hour early and was
introduced to my instructor, Steve
Larmore, and crew chief, Greg Wise. |
gave the TP-51D Mustang ‘Crazy Horse’

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form




on the tarmac outside an anticipatory
look before accompanying Steve to the
briefing room for my pre-flight.

Like almost all the fighters of this era, the
P-51 is a tail-dragger, so you need to
weave left and right to see around the
raised nose when taxiing, which is done
at engine idling speed to avoid
overheating the brakes. When the plane
is on the ground, and the stick aft of
neutral, the tail wheel is connected to the
rudder controls, giving six degrees of
steering. Weaving is thus a foot and eye
task.

Once lined up on the runway, Steve did
the final checks and opened the throttle.
It is recommended that 61 inches of
Mercury and 3,000rpm be reached at
take-off speed, holding the tail down as
long as possible to avoid torque steering.
A sure way to crash a Mustang on take-off
is applying too much throttle at low
airspeed, and bringing the tail up too
soon without adequate rudder

compensation.

If you are used to the long run that heavy
commercial aircraft require to reach
take-off speed, you will be amazed at how
fast the relatively light and powerful
Mustang leaps into the air when it
reaches about 95mph.

As with all planes, the initial climb rate
seems very rapid after rotation, but slows
noticeably as your horizon expands. The
Plexiglas bubble canopy gives 360 degree
uninterrupted visibility, and you quickly
realise why current jet fighters like the
F-16 Fighting Falcon and the Eurofighter
Typhoon have them too. It really helps
expand your situational awareness when
scanning the skies for hostiles.

| flew with the Republic of Singapore Air
Force during my national service stint
many years ago. Once we reached 5,000
feet Steve handed the stick over to me
and asked me to perform some basic turn
and climb manoeuvres to get used to the
feel and response of the controls.

One of the salient points of the Mustang’s
aerodynamic configuration is that once
trimmed properly, it flies with a slight nose
down attitude. You can just detect it in
flight, but it makes a significant and
positive contribution to forward visibility
over the ‘51s long snout.

The controls are medium weighted in
normal flying, but as they are not
powered, they require more muscle input
as speed and g-forces build up. To hold
the Mustang steady, you always need
some rearward input on the control yoke
to keep the aircraft straight and level, so
you find yourself using both hands, or
switching from one hand to the other
every ten minutes or so to avoid arm
muscle stress.
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| did a barrel roll in quarters, and then a
complete 360-degree roll in one bite,
using the horizon for orientation.
Something a bit more challenging was a
climb for altitude, then reducing the
throttle and pulling the nose up gently to
induce a stall.

The onset of a stall telegraphs a clear
warning in the form of buffeting and
shaking through the stick. Pulling up
gently until the onset of this shaking
delivers no perils, and the warning
duration is quite substantial. You just
have to push the stick forward and open
the throttle for a perfect recovery.

The P-51 has a reputation in some
quarters for stalling suddenly and
dropping a wing. While there is lots of
warning when you pull up progressively, |
can see how that would be possible if you
pulled up aggressively, ignoring the
warnings from the airframe.

| had the luxury of time and no kill hungry
enemy pilot on my tail, but it is easy to
understand how a green pilot in a combat
situation, pumped up with adrenalin,
could ignore the warning signs until the
aircraft departed controlled flight.

After that, we tried a figure eight and a
few more manoeuvres, including a break,
before flying around the area sightseeing
until it was time to turn around and head
for home.

After seeing the flight controller in Top
Gun spill coffee over himself when
Maverick did a low pass in his F-14
Tomcat, the naughty streak in me has
always wanted to buzz a tower.

Steve cleared the manoeuvre with the
tower so that | could fly down the runway
before pulling up and turning 180
degrees to set the plane up for its final
approach. As | had no experience of
landing the type, he gave me precise
instructions on how to line the plane up,
set the flaps to 10 degrees and lower the
landing gear.

The P-51 has a gentle glide path when
you have the right airspeed, flaps and
trim dialled in. In this case, we were
coming in at around 120mph at a steady
rate of descent.

The main landing gear kissed the runway
gently and we were down. Then it was
just a matter of gently throttling back to
settle the rear wheel. Taxiing back to
dispersal was the reverse of our taxi out,
once again weaving to see past the nose.

Despite the earplugs and bone dome
helmet, the cockpit environment is very
loud with the engine running. So the
silence was shattering as the big
four-bladed propeller came to a stop, the
mighty Merlin engine once again at rest.

| am one of many pilots to have willingly
gone backwards in time from a jet to a
propeller driven aircraft to fulfil a dream.
My decades old dream of flying the P-51
Mustang had finally been realised, and
the reality exceeded all my expectations.
I’d do it again in a heartbeat.

Website: www.stallion51.com

Visit our website wwwi.iffrorg.uk for application form




2022-23 Piper Aztec Wlnter Maintenance

by Mike Cromati

Since we finished re- building our Aztec
we have decided to do an ongoing
winter maintenance program each yeatr.
Some years it is little more than taking
the floors out for a corrosion inspection
or replacing some bushes etc. But this
year we decided to do a major strip
down and inspection of the whole
undercarriage, so come November it
was a case of putting the aircraft up on
its jacks and taking the whole
undercarriage apart, disassembling all
the components cleaning it all and then
seeing what needed replacing. Luckily
we have many spare parts in a container
from the two aircraft we had dismantled
some years ago, but we had found that
we had used many of the good bit’'s
already.

So it was time to go to Airparts with a
long shopping list to see what was still
available. To my surprise most parts
were readily available as they were
mainly seals and bushes and bearings
etc.

The one thing we had to wait seven
weeks for was a brake disc as there
were none in America. When checking
the lower and upper nose link to make
sure they were in tolerance we found
one of them out of tolerance by 32 thou.
Oh well it was time to see what was
available second hand on Ebay as this
item had been out of production for at
least fifteen years, only to find nothing
that looked reasonable. We had used a

Up on .lacks W|th the under carrlage -
stripped out.

breakers yard in Canada a couple of
times before and all the parts they had
sent us were of good quality even though
second-hand. So a message to Joe at
Premier air parts and hey ho he had one
so we sent him the technical drawing
from Piper to check it was within
tolerance and seventy two hours later we
had it in our hand’s on the Isle of Wight
and sure enough it was excellent. While
we were waiting for all the parts from
America we had Sywell make us 19 new
Hydraulic hoses and changed the
Hydraulic power pack, which had been
overhauled by Cox Airparts in America
along with the engine hydraulic pump
that came from Power Parts Plus in Reno.

| also took a steam cleaner to all the
wheel bays and removed 19 years worth
of crud ( not a nice Job) but we then had
nice clean wheel bays which we then
coated in AV8 and gave a epoxy coating
to. A couple of the Hydraulic rams had a
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few rust marks where the chrome had come off
over the years but luckily we had enough good
spares. | also found a company in the States
who would strip them and re- chrome them. |
really like the can do attitude in the states
compared to other countries.

Come the second week of February we had all
the parts we needed and started to reassemble
everything on the benches as far as possible and
then install it in the aircraft.

Once it was all back together it was time to do
the tracking and after making a special jig for the
nose wheel we found we were less than 1mm
out so we checked three more times to make
sure. The two mains were not quite so accurate
and we needed a few shims.

In between doing all this we also did the annual
so we had her back in the air come the middle
of April. Hopefully that will be the last time in my
lifetime that job need’s doing.

Flying the dog leg approach into Popham
Airfield.

My thanks go to our engineer Tim Buckley whom
without his expertise and patience, this aircraft
would have gone to the scrap yard many years
ago.

The Nose wheel bay before and
after refurbishment.

Visit our website wwwi.iffr.org.uk for application form
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2024 Annual Meeting in Leicester
Felléwsh:lp of
Flying Rotarians

&= A 100 YEAR HISTORY

® OF THE LEICESTERSHIRE AERO CLUB

Leicester Weekend Meeting

Friday 21 - Sunday 23 June
Optional Thursday 20 June 2024

Details & booking form at iffr.uk/uk-events/

Fly - Drive - Rail

March 2024



Guess the
Location

2024 UK
& European Events

30th March 2024 BBQ at Sandown Airport in Mikes Hangar. With a backup day of the 1st April in
case of bad weather.This will be the last one in my hangar as we are moving out at the end of April.
As it’s the last one you will not want to miss it!!

24th April United Kingdom Fly/Drive in to Skegness for lunch organised by Peter Jude.

11-12th May United Kingdom Fly/Drive to Perth. Stay overnight in the lodges at the airport or stay
on longer and explore Scotland! Oban, Glenforsa as we are planning to do. Organised by Bill
Montgomery. Backup date for Perth is the 18-19th May.

6-9th June German/Austrian IFFR Meeting.
21st-23rd June United Kingdom IFFR Meeting, Leicester organised by Rodney Spokes.
5-15th July IFFR Convention Fly round (Quick step over Europe).

27th July United Kingdom Fly/Drive visit to the St. Athan Aircraft Museum organised by George
Richie.This will be a guided tour.

17th August Fly/Drive visit to Wellesbourne Mountford to see the Vulcan.
22nd-25th August IFFR Switzerland Meeting.

6-8th September IFFR France Meeting.

13-15th September IFFR Italy Meeting.

28th September United Kingdom Drive Meeting to the De-Havilland aircraft Museum.Arrive for
11.30-12.00 for light refreshments. Lunch served at 12.30 Fish and Chips. Guided tour of the
Museum for 2 hours. All-inclusive price of £35.00pp.

11th December, UK Christmas lunch @ the RAF Club London.

Visit our website wwwi.iffr.org.uk for application form "



The International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians

Chair/President
Feroz Wadia
Chairman@iffr.uk

(UK Section)

Editor
Dr Tony Flinn
Tonyflinn58@gmail.com

Treasurer
Kevin Doyle
kevin@kd-insurance.co.uk

Membership Secretary
Rodney Spokes
membership@iffr.uk

Aviation Enthusiasts

If you enjoy this magazine, why not join our fellowship.
Full membership is open to all Rotarians.

Organised events are held throughout the flying season and valuable help is
on hand from members if it’s your first time anywhere.

Just visit our website for more information
www.iffr.org.uk

We look ﬁvwmml fo meeting you!

Disclaimer: The International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians is a group of Rotarians
dedicated to promoting aviation as an opportunity for fellowship and service.

IFFR (UK) Ltd Registered in England & Wales number 4977519 operates the UK Section of the International Fellowship
of Flying Rotarians in accordance with Rotary policy but is not an agency of, nor controlled by Rotary International



