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A letter from the President
President’s musings
Summer here and Covid gone (almost)! The IFFR flying season is now in full swing.
After a winter of successful Zoom meetings and the RAF Club lunch we’re now doing what
we prefer, from meeting with fellow IFFR’ers to watching air shows or just being outside
getting a tan and watching the contrails of international flights develop. I have attended
excellent IFFR weekend meetings in Bavaria and Belgium so far this year.
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel our Lincoln weekend but I do plan to attend the
Norwegian (by commercial aircraft) and Swiss weekends and possibly others. The fellowship
at these weekend meetings is tremendous and we are privileged that most sections conduct
the majority of their communication in English.
After finally getting new cylinders for my PA28 G-BOMP I have now had an autopilot fitted
which makes longer flights and instrument flying much easier. Clearly, I have a perpetual
need to spend money on the aircraft!
This is my last Musing as I will be handingg over to Feroz Wadia at out AGM on 23rd June. It
has been a privilege being President for 3 years and despite Covid, we have had numerous
ganisation to further heights and wish him the best
successes. I’m sure Feroz will take the organisation
of luck.
Tony Flinn

UK

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk
k for application form
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Bavaria Fly in
May 2022

Tony Flinn

A number of UK members attended the
excellent Fly in to Memmingen airport staying in
Füssen, a town in Bavaria, Germany, in the
district of Ostallgäu, 1 Km from the Austrian
border. Rosi and I flew in with our Daughter
Jessica and her husband Ollie. Their first time
on an IFFR trip.

a very spectacular Musical. Luckily, I speak a
little German and was able to follow the story
(just). We had previously been sent a precis of
Zeppelin’s life which helped.
On Saturday a visit to the UNESCO world
Heritage "Wieskirche.” Was followed by a visit
to the Iconic Neuschwanstein palace. The
palace was erected late in the 19th century by
the Bavarian King Ludwig II as an idealised
image of a knight's castle from the Middle
Ages. Essentially a folly which subsequently
acted as a model for Disney’s Castles.
This was a lovely trip, aided by the
preponderance of English spoken by our
German hosts, for which we are grateful.
Special thanks to Christian Denke and Ingo
Neufert for organising the event.

11 aircraft flew in from several European
sections on the Thursday. Friday began with
tours of Füssen including visits to the palace in
glorious sunshine.
Later, we were treated, at the Festspielhaus
Neuschwanstein, to the musical “Zeppelin“
about the life of Graf Zeppelin and his belief in
the possibility of international travel until the
dramatic end of the Luftschiffbau Zeppelin
Hindenburg LZ129 in Lakehurst, USA in 1937.
Dramatic scene changes and props made this

Travel to and from Memmingen was quite an
adventure. Four of us set off from Sandtoft, N
Lincs early on Thursday morning. Planning to
refuel and go through customs at Le Touquet.
Jessica and Ollie are learning to fly in my PA28
GBOMP so appreciated the journey. The
weather wasn’t great in the UK and we flew
above the lower cloud layer for most of the
time. A request to transit through Southend
airspace was approved but we had to orbit to
allow an incoming commercial jet to land.
Weather over the channel wasn’t great either
so I flew on Instruments in IFR conditions at
6000ft, high enough to glide to land should an
engine failure occur mid channel. This was the
first time student pilots Jessica and Ollie had
flown in cloud! Half-way across the channel we
spoke to Lille Info who informed us that due to
thunderstorms, Le Touquet was closed, so we
diverted to Lille Lesquin to refuel. Further
inland than Le Touquet, we could see the
storms coming in from the west and rushed to
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depart, in rain, before the weather closed down
Lille to us. Luckily the further on in the journey
we went, the better the weather then became
and higher the cloud base got. By the time we
flew over the Black Forest and landed at
Memmingen the weather was perfect. One
final twist to the Journey occurred on landing.
I came in a little too fast, bounced once, then
bounced again slightly higher so immediately
went full throttle and started a go-around. Not
my best moment admittedly! It was probably
just as well as a commercial jet was waiting to
backtrack the runway. Another orbit downwind
delayed the second landing while the
commercial jet taxied and took off. This time
my landing was as good as it gets, controlling
speed being crucial. The return trip via Le
Touquet went without hitch, talking to the
various Air Traffic Controllers on the way (in
English). In total 13 hours Sandtoft to/from
Memmingen and not quite a baptism of fire for
budding pilots Jessica and Ollie.

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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Future Events
As Tony has mentioned, we have had a
number of successful events in Europe
already this year and have many more to
look forward to. Please do look at the list
that follows and see which you would like
to attend.
Raye and I also plan to attend the
Norwegian and Swiss meetings by using
commercial airlines. This removes the
uncertainty of last minute weather
cancellations and aircraft availability. Why
not join us and make the most of the
opportunities your membership offers?

Next month you will all receive the new
U.K. Membership list which has a
section listing members by both Country
and County. I hope that you will use this
to contact your nearest members and
meet others. This could perhaps be at a
local airshow or just at an airfield for
lunch. If you could let George Ritchie
know he could circulate that date more
widely and others could join you there. A
good reason to get the aircraft out and
fly !
Yours in Rotary and
d Flying Fellowship
Feroz Wadia

The events section of IFFR.UK and
IFFR.ORG have the latest details and
entry forms for the local and international
events for you to choose from.
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IFFR Events 2022
02 - 11

March

Anchorage & Fairbanks, Alaska

01 - 03
05 - 10
08 - 11

April
April
April

Ballina, New South Wales, Australia
Sun N Fun, Lakeland, Florida
Invercargill, New Zealand

06 - 8
19 - 22
27 - 29

May
May
May

Vichy, France
Memmingen, Germany
Genk, Belgium

05 - 08
09 - 19
18 - 21
24 - 26

June
June
June
June

RI Convention, Houston
Texas Waltz
Fireweed Fly In, Alaska
Lincoln, England

08 - 10
25 - 31

July
July

Hof-Plauen, Germany
Oshkosh, Wisconsin

04 - 07
26 - 28

August
August

Stavanger, Norway
Bern, Switzerland

02 - 05
08 - 11
14 - 17
22 - 25

September
September
September
September

Rome, Italy
TBA, France
Reno Air Races, Nevada
Clear Lake , California

14 - 17

October

Hastings, New Zealand

TBA

Autumn

“The Long Way Round”, Australia

TBA

December

Christmas Party, Hong Kong

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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Benelux Fly in

Tony Flinn
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Special thanks go to the Benelux Section for
organising this weekend’s event especially
President Kris De Keyser and Secretary Ingrid
Witvrouwen.

The weekend began with a fly in to
Genk/Zwartberg airfield in Limburg Province in
Belgium. 12 aircraft flew in. A 13th from the
UK aborted the journey with Vacuum pump
problems. Nevertheless, determined World
President Elect George Ritchie and his party
arrived later in the day by car!

After greetings and lunch the party departed by
coach to C-Mine (a decommissioned coal
mine) where the group was treated to a history
of Coal mining in the area and the workings of
this facility.

Saturday began back at the C-Mine with a visit
and tour of the Studio and exhibition of Piet
Stockmans, a world renowned porcelain
designer.

Lunch at DronePort, Sint Truiden was followed
by a tour of the Hangar which contained
several warbirds including a spitfire.
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The afternoon was spent driving around the
countryside in Citroen 2CVs. With a pit stop at
a local brewery (where else?). Luckily only one
of the CVs got lost and had to return to base.
Apart from the occasional wrong turns the
event was extremely enjoyable.
The day ended with the Gala Dinner back at the
hotel with musical entertainment and dancing.
An exhausted party eventually retired and
departed the following morning. Another highly
successful weekend of Fellowship and fun with
memories that will never be forgotten.

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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Brian Condon - RIP
Past World President

It is with great sadness I report the death of Past World President Brian
Condon who died this week 6 days short of his 96th birthday. Brian was WP
during the period 1994 – 1996, his contribution to IFFR saw him being
appointed Life Member Number 1.
The Flying Rotarians meant a great deal to him; he received an Order of
Australia (OAM) in 2007 for service to the community, particularly through
the Rotary Club of Port Pirie and the International Fellowship of Flying
Rotarians.
He was responsible for the founding of the NZ Section & was always
particularly interested in the activities of that Section including attending
events there whenever possible. For many years he was a regular attender at
Conventions & a participant in post-convention fly-outs, including organising
one such event in Australia.
Brian flew his Cessna aeroplane VH-WXM until he was 90 years old.
Brian’s wife, Joyce, died a number of years ago.
On behalf of IFFR I have conveyed our sympathies to his daughter Sonya
Caddy.

Ian Jenner
World Secretary Treasurer
IFFR

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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The International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians
(UK Section)
President:
Tony Flinn
Email: tonyflinn58@gmail.com

Editor:
Duncan Moffatt
Tel. 0115 948 3318
Email: duncan.moffatt@hotmail.co.uk

Company Secretary/ Treasurer:
Paul Howell
Tel. 01325 485098
Email: paulhowell8@gmail.com

Membership Secretary:
Rodney Spokes
1 The Spinney,
Thurnby. Leicester, LE7 9QS
Tel. 0116 241 5895
Email: flyer@spokes.biz

UK

Aviation Enthusiasts
If you enjoy this magazine, why not join our fellowship.
Full membership is open to all Rotarians.

Organised events are held throughout the flying season and valuable help is
on hand from members if it’s your first time anywhere.
Just visit our website for more information

www.iffr.org.uk
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Disclaimer: The International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians is a group of Rotarians
dedicated to promoting aviation as an opportunity for fellowship and service.
IFFR (UK) Ltd Registered in England
& Wales number 4977519 operates the UK Section of the International Fellowship
The
of Flying Rotarians in accordance with Rotary policy but is not an agency of, nor controlled by Rotary International
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