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A letter from the Chairman
Dear Flying Rotarians & Friends
Winter is at last over, Jashu & I hope you all had a
very happy Christmas & new year, how time flies. Any
work required on our aeroplanes to prepare for this
year’s flying plans should be completed by now and
all of us, our partners & friends are raring to go. Our
UK fly-in events have a good programme set out, my
thanks to James for putting it together and to those
who have agreed to be host. I hope the monthly
event will be well supported, weather allowing! The
International Fly-in events look interesting and as
usual there will be much support from our UK
section. The April Reims visit was affected by poor
weather, but I understand we did have representation
& I look forward to a report for the next issue. Please
remember to inform Angus Clark on those events
abroad you will be attending, as he will co-ordinate
trips in respect of routes & places to meet up should
you wish to do so.
G-GCAT has had its Annual during March and no
major problems this year I’m pleased to say. Last
year’s annual threw up some major structural
problems which clearly had not been identified during
previous checks. I had arranged to move to a
different maintenance company known to me for
many years, and very pleased I did so.(see
photograph of flap) This plus the 8.33 and some
avionics changes meant a hefty bill but well worth it
as I am very attached to the old girl after 20 years of
flying her.
We have had one UK Fly-In event in March at
Sherburn. Despite the poor weather, some of us were
able to get there (see report). Unfortunately once
again the weather meant our meet at Denham for
April had to be called off. However, as I write this
letter it is CAVOK, temperature is 23C.
Our Christmas lunch at the Royal Air Force Club was
a great success, very quickly sold out. Excellent,
fellowship, good food and a very special venue. We
had Martin Robinson CEO AOPA UK as our speaker
who spoke about the work of AOPA which aims to
make our skies safer and ensure the needs and
views of GA link closely with CAA, with EASA &
Europe. This year’s lunch will be on12th December
with the ability to take an increased number. We are
so grateful that we are able to have our lunch at the

RAF Club in
London which is
due to Diana
and John. You
will be notified
soon regarding application to attend.
Jashu and I are looking forward to the UK weekend in
Norwich and I was delighted that we quickly achieved
maximum numbers. There will be lots to do but there
is enough free time to enjoy the city of Norwich. My
thanks to Angus for taking on Treasurer & registration
for the event which he has expertly done. I have of
course arranged for excellent weather. Those of you
flying in to Seething will see a welcoming locally well
run airfield with some interesting aircraft and a
museum.
This is my first attempt at editing the Rotating
Beacon, thanks to those who have contributed. I
hope it meets with your approval and please do send
me articles/photos of anything that you feel would be
of interest to us. For photos please send “actual
size”. We are looking for someone to take on the
editor role. The printing firm is excellent and all the
work can be done by email, attachments etc. Offers
please.
Your committee will soon be meeting as we now have
access to the Zoom Video conferencing facility
specific to our UK section. Do let me know of any
matters you would like raised. My thanks to Rodney
for his work as Membership Secretary at a time when
his District commitments are increasing. Finally,
Jashu & I are in the middle of moving (downsizing),
but we are staying in the same area so for the
moment main contact with me should be by mobile
or email. (Stress levels are high!!).
Hope to see you
soon and fly safe.

3Ƅò
April

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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IFFR UK Section Fly-in Event
14 March 2018 – Sherburn-In Elmet Airﬁeld.

This was the first event of the year and
organised by Tony Flinn. This month the
weather has not been good although for some
of us on the eastern side the day was good.
Increasing winds and low cloud began to come
in during the afternoon. Forecast for the south
and west was not good which I assume
affected the attendance as originally we were
expecting twelve aircraft. I was pleased that we
had three aircraft arrivals to EGCJ, Angus in the
Robin with Malcolm Barnard & Stephen Walker,
Chris O’Connell out of Southend in the Cirrus
SR20 with crew Howard Hall and with your
chairman accompanied by IFFR “friend” David
Larder in G-GCAT having the most difficult of
trips (!) taking 15 minutes from our base at
Humberside. Tony who lived nearby decided to
drive. In total there were eight of us in
attendance.
The airfield has a very interesting history, more
of that later. There are three runways of which
28/10 hard is 830m, 28/10 grass 616m,
09/24 & 01/19 are both grass. There are a

number of hangars housing some interesting
planes. It has a training school which is busy
and an excellent restaurant. As this was a
group fly-in, the management waved the
landing fee. We were made most welcome,
offered a talk on the history of the airfield by
Richard Maxsted, which we readily accepted.
Sherburn’s days as a flying town date back to
the 1st World War, where to the east, a field
was used by the RFC as an aircraft acceptance
park. After the war it was run down, but in
1926 the Yorkshire Aeroplane Club brought
flying back. At the start of the Second World
War, Sherburn was taken over by RAF Fighter
Command and used by Church Fenton as a
satellite airfield. In 1941 the site was
developed for aircraft production with
Blackburn Aircraft being asked to undertake
the construction of Fairey Swordfish torpedo
aircraft. By the end of production in 1944
1700 complete Swordfish had been built.
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After the war the airfield reverted to its civilian
status and now although having a much
smaller site, it is a very successful GA flying
establishment providing pilot training and a
base for aircraft owners. Part of the much
larger original airfield is now used for industrial
purposes.
My thanks go to Tony for organising the event,
thanks to those who were able to attend and of
course to the staff at Sherburn for their warm
hospitality. I would certainly recommend to you
a visit sometime in the future.
Peter Jude

Membership Secretary & Chairman planning something - What?
Please send suggestions to the Chairman what they are saying.

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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War Graves in Arcadia, Florida
I have visi
visited many Commonwealth War Grave
sites arou
around the world. Some have been close
to home, in Belgium or France, and others
much furt
further away, in El Alamein, Singapore
and Thailand.
Thaila
On a recent holiday I found it
strange to
t visit one at Arcadia in Central
Florida. Here
H
in a large public cemetery there
is a plot containing the graves of 23 RAF
cadets. They
T
had come to Florida in World
War II to be trained as pilots at the British
Training School at the local airport.
Flight Tra
During the
th war the majority of pilot training
was undertaken
unde
away from the UK. This took
students, who made the grade, all the way
through from elementary to advanced
training. Most had never even sat in an
before starting their course.
aircraft be
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My late father-in-law trained on one such
course in Texas. I remember him saying how
frustrated he had been at the end of his
course to be held back to serve for a time as
an instructor. This was a role reserved for the
better students. When he did become
operational he flew Lancasters eventually
joining the elite Pathfinder group.He was one
of the lucky ones - he survived the war unlike
over 40% of his fellow aircrew of Bomber
Command who did not.
Of the 23 cadets buried here, 20 were killed in
flying accidents, 2 died in a road accident and
1 died of meningitis. They were all in their late
teens or early twenties and held one of the two
lowest ranks in the RAF, either Aircraftman
Second Class or Leading Aircraftman.
They would have been promoted on
the successful completion of their
courses. A 24th stone in the plot
recognises John Paul Riddle who was
the head of the school. He died in
1989 and although his ashes were
spread over the Atlantic the stone
acknowledges
his
unique
contribution to the operation. Riddle
co-founded what is, today, the only
fully accredited aviation university in
the world, the Embry-Riddle, with
campuses in Florida and Arizona.

So what is the Rotary connection? Each year
on Memorial Day, in May, a service,
coordinated by the Arcadia Rotary Club and
the local American Legion, is held to honour
the pilots who were killed during their training
period and also their American instructor. Well
over one hundred people, many of whom
bring floral tributes, congregate at this
beautifully maintained British Plot for a one
hour service. The Union Jack and RAF flags fly
on the flag poles to add a further touch of
Britain to the proceedings. Even although our
visit was not on Memorial Day it was a very
moving experience.
ANGUS CLARK

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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A ‘Memorable’ Flight
In August last year (2017), three of us flew
back from Oban to Sandtoft in North
Lincolnshire after a weekend sailing trip.
Directly this would have been 234 miles and
just over a couple of hours in my PA 28 181
Archer II, perhaps less with the prevailing
westerly wind or more than my usual cruise
RPM of 2300.
There was the usual prevailing South Westerly
wind and the cloud base seemed low but the
main waypoints on the way back were showing
VFR conditions so we took off on Oban runway
19 turning right at 500’. It soon became clear
that the initial cloud base was only about
1000-1200’ and with the weather coming
across the Atlantic, getting across to the east
side of the country was essential. The direct
route home involves passing over a number of
peaks above 3,000’ so I had to use my
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previously flown ‘low level’ route to avoid the
Scottish and Pennine hills. Initially keeping
close to the coast we initially flew south over
Kerrera and crossed over the end of Craignish
peninsula. One of the hindrances is Kintyre but
at the north end it is crossed by the 9 mile
Crinan canal which links the Sound of Jura with
Loch Fyne – for shipping this is great as it
avoids the long journey around the Mull of
Kintyre. The canal’s highest point is 65’ so it’s
a great way across Kintyre. Just follow the
canal on the low (north) side. After hugging
the shoreline of Loch Fyne a left turn took us
over the conveniently low centre of the Island
of Bute before turning North East up the Clyde.
At this point the cloud base seemed worryingly
low so I kept scanning for places to land in the
event of an engine failure.
The Highest land of this route is just North of
Helensburgh at 300’ and then routing over the
southern shore of Loch Lomond we entered
the low lying plain to Stirling. Travelling east I
thought the cloud base will have risen a little
enabling me to keep out of Edinburgh Airspace
but the land rises above Dunfermline and I
headed straight into a unexpected bank of
cloud as the land rose to 600’. Putting my PPL
training into effect I immediately made a 180
degree turn to get ‘out of dodge’ quickly, back
to VFR conditions. I had no choice but to
request a Zone transit through Edinburgh
airspace to keep to the low ground. After an
orbit, this was granted so I headed south to
enter Edinburgh airspace over Polmont.

Edinburgh Radar rightly doesn’t like single
engine aircraft travelling directly over the city
so after crossing the runway at 2000’ I turned
further south to keep away from the built up
area and pass over Hillend Ski slope at the end
of the Pentland Hills, now able to fly at
2000-3000’due to the lifting cloud base.
Now we were on the East side of the country
the flying conditions were more benign and our
southern track after flying down the beautiful
coast of Northumberland enabled me to
negotiate transits through Newcastle then
Durham airspace. As we flew over the North
York moors at 3000’ Linton Zone were referring
to about 25 gliders in the air above
Pocklington! I could see a number of them on
my PilotAware/SkyDemon system so I turned
south East to avoid the area. Finally I turned
south west and into Sandtoft.
The journey took 3.4 hours and 109 miles
longer than the direct route with a very tired
pilot. Thankfully most journeys are less
eventful.
Tony Flinn

Tony is Treasurer of Epworth and the Isle of
Axholme Rotary club and current IFFR UK
Flyer of the year. He is also member of the
International Yachting Fellowship of Rotarians.

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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American Pie Or Paella?

Every two years Peter Wenk and his wife Ellen
host a three day event at their Air Ranch home
in Florida for the Americas Region. This ties in
with the annual Sun ‘n Fun event at Lakeland.
As Peter and Ellen also have a summer home
in Ellen’s home country of Norway they are a
regular attenders at European events. Peter
knew that George Ritchie, Alisma and I were
vacationing in Florida at that time and asked if
we would like to join them. That we did, linking
up for lunch on day two at Cedar Key some 75
nm north of Tampa.
George had rented aircraft previously at
Sarasota but before he could get us going he
needed to have his bi-annual flight review. We

joined him later in the morning when he had
completed this. Despite it being Friday the
13th we had no worries as George is very
experienced in flying and handling the radio in
this area. It was a pleasure to sit back and let
him get on with it. Shortly after take-off we
were in the hands of Tampa Approach. We
were cleared to 2500ft to follow the coast line
to the west of the busy Tampa International
Airport. In a perfect VFR day we then followed
the beaches, with a gentle tail wind, all the
way to the George T Lewis Field, on Cedar Key.
At just under 800yds it is the shortest paved
runway in Florida. Not only that it is bordered
at both ends by water - so you don't land long
and you don't land short!
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It was then back to the airfield for the short
flight to Peter and Ellen’s home on the Leeward
Air Ranch. On the way we stopped off at
Marion County Airfield to pick up fuel at a mere
70p per litre! The Air Ranch is an outstanding
development with homes, each with their own
hangar, built alongside a grass runway of over
2000yds.
In the evening Peter and Ellen had arranged a
hangar party at their home. A traditional
Spanish meal of paella and sangria was set
before us. We then had a fascinating, superbly
illustrated, talk by one of the residents of the
Air Ranch on his, and his wife's, epic flight to
Alaska in a vintage Piper Pacer, the forerunner
of the Tri-Pacer. A great night was had by all.

With the aircraft parked we took the waiting
taxi to the Steamers Restaurant. Here we met
up with a number of friends that we have made
over the years from the Americas Region. After
a very leisurely sea food lunch we set off to
explore the town. Surprisingly it is the second
oldest in Florida being founded in the 1850s.
Its big break was in 1861, when it became the
western station on the Florida Railroad. The
population has now fallen back to 700 from its
peak of 1887 in 1885 but this swells to 1600
with winter seasonal residents. To get the full
story of the town we visited the local museum.
This took us through the history of Cedar Key
from prehistoric times up to the 20th century.
The sole industry had been the manufacture of
fibres and brushes made from stripping the
palm leaves from the indigenous trees. The
industry folded in the 1950s with advent of
synthetic fibres. Clam and oyster farming now
dominate with the town being the principal
supplier of clams to the US.

Next morning after the others had left by
minibus for Sun 'n Fun we had 120nm to fly
back to Sarasota. Here again we found Tampa
Control most accommodating as we requested
a routing down the coast with a low pass as we
flew overhead George's holiday home not far
from Sarasota Airport. Our thanks go to Peter
and Ellen for being gracious hosts, the
Americas Region for their welcome and to
George for chauffeuring us. Thanks to you all.
Angus & Alisma Clark

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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Isle of Wight 2019 Meeting
Friday 28th June to Monday 1st July
The 2019 AGM will be held on the sunny Isle
of Wight. The five local members will be there
to welcome you at Bembridge airfield’s hard
800 metre runway.
A lunchtime reception and eats at the well
known Propeller Inn while we wait for our
coach and the others to arrive.
After dropping our bags off at the Warner
Bembridge Coast Hotel those who feel like a
short stroll to the new Lifeboat station will be
guided around by one of the local Rotarians.
A welcome reception with drinks on the lawn
will be followed by dinner at the hotel and the
usual entertainment and cabaret for which the
hotel is renowned.
On Saturday we are planning to charter the
hovercraft (the last commercial hovercraft
service in the world) to come to the hotel and
take us all to Portsmouth Harbour where we
will spend the day.
The main attractions there being the
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard with the newly
opened Mary Rose Exhibition, Submarine
museum, H.M.S. Victory and H.M.S.Warrior
as well as the excellent Gunwharf Quays
shopping centre and restaurants nearby.

That promisees to be a really full day and we
will be glad to be back at the hotel for dinner
and the entertainment after.
After another good English Breakfast on
Sunday we are off to Osbourne House, Queen
Victoria’s private residence to spend most of
the day. Lunch to be at your own discretion
either at the main restaurant or at one of the
three other cafes there.
On leaving Osborne House we plan a short
visit to Carisbrook Castle which is famous for
the imprisonment of King Charles I and his
failed escape attempt before being executed.
For those with energy to spare the hotel has
offered us their bowling and archery facilities
for a bit of fun and a competition amongst our
group.
The Gala Dinner will be on Sunday night. This
is the provisional programme and final details
will be published in October.
Due to the size of the coach and hotel
accommodation we will be limited to 50
persons so please do book early so as not to
miss out on the main U.K. event of 2019.

Carisbrook Castle

Osborne House

The
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Diary of Events
IFFR(UK)
Continental Events
June 1 - 4
Lugo di Romagna
August 9 - 12
Linköping, Sweden
August 17 - 19
Wetzlar, Germany
September 7 - 9
Epinal (Les Voges)

IFFR(UK) Mid-Week Meetings 2018
MONTH

PLACE

ATC TELEPHONE

HOST

TELEPHONE

April 11

Denham

01895832161

James Alexander

07785512500

May 9

Sleap

01939232882

Neil Smith

07714624930

June 20 *

Dunkeswell

01404891643

Feroz Wadia

07836363763

July 11

Fife

01592753792

Bill Montgomery

07771862231

August 8

Le Touquet

0033321066286/71

John & Diana Davy

07713322080

Sept 12

Cark**

01253472527

James Alexander

07930647192

Oct. 10

Old Sarum

01285771177

IoW person
Poss. Brian Harvey

** Note date change
** Ground loving aircraft can be collected
from Blackpool, e.g. Le Cirrus!

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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Aviation industry welcomes
Brexit roundtable
Ministers meet with aviation industry leaders to talk about Brexit.
From:
Department for Transport, Department for
Exiting the European Union, Steve Baker MP,
and The Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP
t$ISJT (SBZMJOH BOE 4UFWF #BLFS EJTDVTT
priorities post-Brexit with aviation industry
leaders
t"WJBUJPOBDDFTTUPSFNBJOUIFTBNFEVSJOH
the implementation period, offering vital
reassurance to consumers and businesses
t*OEVTUSZMFBEFSTBOEHPWFSONFOUTQFBLPG
confidence for the implementation period
and beyond

The Transport Secretary, Chris Grayling and
Steve Baker, Minister for Exiting the European
Union, have met with representatives from the
aviation industry today (25 April 2018) to
discuss how the sector can continue to
flourish after the UK leaves the EU.
The meeting with senior representatives from
the UK aviation industry follows the Prime
Minister’s tour of the UK to mark one year until
Brexit.
And it also follows agreement in March 2018
between the UK and the EU to the terms of the
implementation period, ensuring the aviation
industry can continue to benefit from the
existing liberal market access until the end of
2020. This paves the way for the UK to
continue to participate in the European
Aviation Safety Agency during this period.
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The Transport Secretary spoke of the
importance of the liberal aviation access
agreements and harmonised safety standards,
underlining the benefits they bring to both the
UK and the EU.
Both representatives from industry and
government ministers agreed it is in the
interests of both the UK and the EU to secure
a good deal for aviation as soon as practical in
the future negotiations, ensuring businesses
and citizens can continue to enjoy a high level
of connectivity, choice and value for money.
Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:
Aviation connectivity is crucial for businesses
and citizens alike and it is vital that market
access continues uninterrupted.
It has been invaluable to discuss with industry
leaders their priorities for a future deep and
special partnership with the EU on aviation.
We are confident that the UK will get a good
deal which allows our aviation industry to
continue to flourish.
DExEU Minister Steve Baker said:
Britain’s aviation industry is one of the
biggest in Europe, and we are pleased the EU
has recognised its importance to people and
businesses right across the continent as we
move onto discussing our future partnership.
We are focused on reaching an agreement
with the EU which secures the right
arrangements for this vital industry, so it
continues to go from strength to strength.

Tim Alderslade, Chief Executive
of Airlines UK, said:
UK airlines support the implementation
period and the reassurance that market
access to, from and within the EU – as well
as to third countries such as the United
States – will be protected. We are pleased
that the government accepts that continued
participation in the European Aviation Safety
Agency is both desirable and in the interests
of all sides.
We welcome that aviation is a priority in the
negotiations and look forward to discussions
on future market access beginning as soon
as possible. We are confident there will be a
deal that secures open and liberal aviation
arrangements beyond 2020, for the benefit
of all European consumers.

Chief Executive of the Airport Operators
Association (AOA) Karen Dee said:
With nearly three-quarters of visitors to the
UK and 40% of the UK’s trade by value
travelling by air, aviation provides the
necessary international connectivity for a
truly global Britain. UK airports stand ready
to facilitate the connectivity of the future.
We look forward to a continued dialogue as
the UK government and the EU begin
negotiations on the future relationship to
ensure that it allows the passenger to
continue to benefit from excellent air
connectivity, whether they live and work in
the EU, UK or beyond.
The UK government and the aviation industry
have agreed to continue their collaborative
and positive engagement throughout the
Brexit negotiations.

Visit our website www.iffr.org.uk for application form
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International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians

PPLs WANTED
If you enjoy this magazine, why not join our fellowship.
Full membership is open to all Rotarians.

Not a Rotarian?
You can become a friend of the International Fellowship
of Flying Rotarians and enjoy the fly-ins.
Organised events are held throughout the flying season and valuable help is
on hand from members if it’s your first time anywhere.
Just visit our website for more information

www.iffr.org.uk

:H΅N̴ˆɬʴȺƄǦͣ
Disclaimer: The International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians is a group of Rotarians
dedicated to promoting aviation as an opportunity for fellowship and service.
This Fellowship operates in accordance with Rotary International policy,
but is not an agency of, or controlled by Rotary International.

