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From the Chairman

I am delighted that we have had good attendance at the four UK events held since Christmas:
21 at the Science museum; 28 at Wolverhampton Halfpenny Green; 22 at the midweek
Mosquito museum visit; and 43 for the Vulcan. And it also looks good for the start of the
continental flying season with at least 16 expected to join the German Austrian Section in
Berlin on 17-20 May 2007.

To help the organiser, Malcolm Hill, please do book NOW for our UK “Weekend of the
Year” 20-22 July 2007 (see further details in this Bulletin). We start on the Friday afternoon
with a visit to the Yorkshire Air Museum, followed on Saturday by a choice of York’s
historic museums or international class shopping, all close to our hotel.

To bring you IFFR news we have three methods of communication:
Bulletin - purposely in hard copy and posted to members covering the forthcoming
programme and importantly, reports on our events — if you would volunteer to write a report
on a future event, please advise our Editor John Ritchie and/or me.

Web Site — visit www.iffr.org.uk which has wealth of information kept up to date by Colin
Walker, including event booking forms. Also for foreign IFFR events follow the link to
www.iffr.org.

Electronic Newsletter — sent during the first week of each month contains latest information
on forthcoming events and a few requests from members. If you are not receiving your copy,
please e-mail iffr@spokes.biz with “Subscribe” in the Subject Line. If you do not have e-mail
facilities, it can be mailed via a child, grandchild or friend!

I look forward to seeing all members, and particularly all the new members who have joined
this year, at forthcoming events.

Rodney Spokes, Chairman, IFFR (UK) Ltd
The UK Section of the International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians

E-mail: ifft@spokes.biz
Telephone: +44 116 270 4710 - Mobile: +44 7785 343833 -Fax: +44 870 005 2163



Recruitment

Rodney Spokes drive to recruit new members using the IFFR leaflet sent to all
members and to all UK Rotary Clubs has had a remarkable measure of success. No
fewer than 21 new members have join IFFR this year but with the summer flying
weather approaching it is now time for a further effort to attract new members. A print
of the leaflet is included with this Bulletin. Please circulate it not only to your own
Club members but take it with you when visiting other Clubs, District Meetings,
Conferences, or similar Rotary events. Remember, any Rotarian is welcome to any of

our activities and one who comes as a passenger may then be encouraged to join us.

Name Rotary Club
1. John Bowler Leicester de Montfort R.C.
2. John Cairns Waterlooville R,C.
3. Peter Ferris Chichester Harbour R.C.
4. John Furlonger Greenwich R.C.
5. Clifford Gaines Houghton le Spring R.C.
6. Brian Hext Maidstone R.C.
7. David Howarth Bingley R.C.
8. Craig Irvine-Smith Amesbury R.C.
9. Robert John Luton Someries R.C.
10.  Richard Jordan Uppingham R.C.
11.  David Mathers Chippenham R.C.
12. William McVey Undisclosed R.C.
13.  Alexander Middleton Dundee R.C.
14.  Peter Moore Crosby R.C.
15.  Niall O’Kane Rochester R.C.
16.  Geoffrey Scott-Baker Reading Maiden Erlegh R.C.
17.  David Smith Retford R.C.
18.  Douglas Temple Bournemouth R.C.
19.  Leonard Thompson Ludlow R.C.
20.  Alan Walker Pitlochry R.C.
21.  Colin Wilsher Nene Valley R.C.

We welcome these new members into our ranks and look forward to meeting them at
our events, at home and abroad. Even if you are not a pilot yourself seats can often be
found with those that are flying in. Ask the organiser and he will know who is coming
and will try to help. If you are a pilot you are welcome to bring family or friends.

Program Dates for this summer

6™ May UK Section Meeting at Old Warden - Shuttleworth
4-6™ May Benelux Meeting in Luxemburg

17-20" May  German Section Meeting in Berlin

2-3June  French Section Meeting in Nancy

8-10" June  Italian Section Meeting in Albenga

20-22" July UK Section Meeting and AGM in York — details below
5™ August UK Section Meeting on the Isle of Wight

Contact the Chairman, Secretary, or Editor for full information



BITTEN BY A MOSQUITQO

Mid-week meetings are proving a great success First proposed by veteran member
Ives Branson 1n 1978 (copy letter in 1978 Bulletin) and promoted by our Chairman
Rodney Spokes, the second mid-week meeting this year was held at the de Havilland
Heritage Centre near St. Albans which has as 1ts prime attraction the prototype
Mosquito Bomber. For those too young to remember this was a twin engine all
wooden aircraft developed in great secrecy by Geoffrey de Havilland in 1939 which
at the time of its introduction was the fastest aircraft in operation, even quicker than
the Spitfire of the day. 41 variants of the original followed, of which the type best
remembered 1s that which took part in the successful prison-breaking attack at
Amiens The museum 1s full of Mosquito memorabilia and a variety of other de
Havilland aircraft from the Moth to the Comet.

Opened specially for us on a Wednesday, the event drew 18 interested participants,
too numerous to name, but including such early members as Ives Branson and Gwyn
Howell, who organised one of our first IFFR meetings at his home airfield of Swansea
as long ago as 1978, as well as some new faces and Rotarian guests They came from
as far away as the Lake District and as near as Bedford, James Alexander in his new
Piper Arrow and David Marks in his helicopter who could walk from his landing
place to the Museum. Chairman Rodney & Secretary John Bowden as well as the
organiser Graham Browning represented the Committee

Our volunteer and knowledgeable guides explained the exhibits m detail and
answered innumerable questions from the party with great patience The museum
welcomes groups and can handle birthday parties for children over the age of 7 and
Hangar Parties for adults up to a total of 150 (in number not age!) with professional
catering and a 17 piece swing band for entertainment Contact Ralph Steiner at
Steiner Ralph@hotmail.com. After the visit the party adjourned to a local hostelry for
lunch, car drivers taking the pilots, and all agreed that it was an excellent day out for a
Fiver Our thanks to Graham Browning for arranging the day (and the fine weather!)

Officers of the UK Section

It may assist those members that have joined recently to know the names and point of
contact with the Officers handling the affairs of the Section They are

Rodney Spokes, Chairman, IFFR (UK) Ltd - E-mail: iffr@spokes biz
Telephone. 0116 270 4710 - Mobile' 07785 343 833 -Fax: 0870 005 2163

John Bowden, Secretary/Treasurer, IFFR (UK) Ltd — Email john Bowden@cwj co.uk
Telephone. 01892-862531 Mobile 07785 512 500 Fax 01689 887889

John Ritchie, Bulletin Editor, Email: john.d.ritchie@btinternet.com
Telephone. 01462-684941 — Mobile 0773-277-4671

They welcome any contribution you have to make to the running of the Section. New ideas
and venues for meetings are always in demand. Don’t be backward in coming forward !



NEWS OF MEMBERS

Headline of the local newspaper for Newbury dated 5™ December 2006

‘Rotarian cast away for the evening’

A Diamond ‘Desert Island Discs’ event was held recently to mark Hungerford
Rotarian Ray Stebbings 60 years membership of Rotary International. The celebratory
dinner at The Bear Hotel, Hungerford, was attended by the District Governor of
Rotary District 1090, Jean Charmak and the president of Epping Rotary Club Charles
Hopping, where Mr Stebbings had started his membership in 1946.

During the ‘Desert Island Discs’ review members heard of Mr Stebbings many and
varied experiences of his life, ranging from his childhood memories, his life in the
RAF during the Second World War including his time as a prisoner of war, his life in
Rotary including when he was president of Epping Club in 1054, founding member of
the International Fellowship of Flying Rotarians in Europe in 1965, and his award of
the prestigious Paul Harris Fellowship in 2000.

Mr Stebbings is approaching 90 years of age, but the music chosen by him for the
evening had everyone singing along. It included Paul Anka’s Diana, Fats Waller’s
My Very Good Friend the Milkman, Edith Piaf’s Je ne Regrette Rien, Vera Lynn’s
We’ll Meet Again, and Land of Hope and Glory.

BRIAN McGRAW

We regret to report the death of Brian McGraw, IFFR # 4102 last January after a short
| illness. He was 86. Brian was a long-standing member of Wellingborough Rotary §
| Club and a staunch supporter of IFFR over many years. In particular when mid-week [

| meetings were commenced Brian undertook the arrangements. A pilot for many years

| with wide interests he maintained a strong connection with the Sywell Aero Club and §
& under his guidance we enjoyed visits there and to the Brooklands Museum, Bletchley §
| Park code-breaking centre, and the Battle of Britain Operations Centre. His wife §

R predeceased him and he leaves a daughter. He will be sorely missed by all.

CHARLES G. STRASSER, OBE

Our popular Past World President of IFFR in 1986-88 recently celebrated his 80"
Birthday with an Evening Dinner at Gorey in Jersey where he lives attended by more
than 100 guests coming from as far afield as Hongkong and Texas. Charles arranged a
warm welcome including an informal dinner on the Friday evening and a guided tour
for those coming from abroad. He still regularly flies his Piper Seneca which he has
owned for more than 25 years and on Sunday took the leader of the Americas Section,
Fred Newman for an aerial view of the island. The anniversary was marked by the
publication of his autobiography “From Refugee to OBE” presentation copies of
which were given to distinguished guests before their departure.



IFFR Benelux Fly-in at Luxembourg
ELLX, 4 -5 -6 May 2007

Program

Friday 4™ may

-Arrival at ELLX from 15.00 — 18.00 LT. During this period there is a

shuttle-transport to hotel Sofitel Europe Luxembourg (*****). You are expected

to book your room yourself. (tel (+352) 437761, e-mail H1314@accor.com)

In every room a bottle Bernard Massard! (Offered by the hotel management and IFFR)
-19.00 Buffet dinner in restaurant Oro et Argento, home-made pasta, 4 glasses wine incl..

Satarday 5" may

-09.00 breakfast at the hotel.

-10.00 guided tour by bus through the Cultural Capital of Europe 2007.

-12.45 departure by bus to the famous wine-cellars of Bernard Massard with guided visit
and film (Jlunch and wine included)

-15.30 visit to the Butterfly garden (optional)

-16.30 back to the hotel

-19.00 reception in Little Atrium.

-20.00 gala dinner in restaurant Le Stubli. 3 courses, 4 glasses wine and coffee.

Sunday 6" may

-09.30 breakfast at the hotel

-10.30 visit to the famous museum of Modern Arts (walking distance from the hotel)
-from 11.30 buffet-lunch at the Novotel restaurant (highly recommended!)

-13.30 departure by taxi to ELLX (about 6 km; not included)

Total cost per person €.295.-

''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''

Tel: 01980 622038 Misteltan
Email graham.browningé7@hbtinternet.com 98 London Road
Amesbury
Wilts SP4 7DY
Dear Fellow Flyers,

I am planning to fly my part owned Cessna 172 G-BFZYV to Albenga, LIMG, Italy in June.
The programme for the visit is available to you on the IFFR web site. I would like to go with a co-
pilot and am trawling IFFR and AFA to see if anyone would like to accompany me on an
appropriate cost share basis. You may be aware that I have had experience of piloting ZV to a
number of IFFR fly-ins including Marseilles, Toulouse, Finland and Bautsen. I can vouch for the
wonderful fellowship, friendship and interest of the fly-ins not to mention the pleasure and
experience of the flights themselves. If any member is interested or would like to find out more
please do get in touch with me.

Spread your wings and come fly with me!

Graham Browning



IFFR UK Section — “Weekend of the Year”
Friday 20 — Sunday 22 July 2007

Our main event this year will be centred on the historic City of York and is
being held in July when we can expect good weather. There will be a
traditional aviation flavour on Friday afternoon with a visit to the Yorkshire
Air Museum. From that evening we are then based in the centre of York by
the river Ouse at the Park Inn. On Saturday, attractions within walking
distance includes the Castle Museum, Jorvik Viking Centre and National
Railway Museum, with the option of top brand shopping.

This will be popular event - so if you plan to attend, please book your
hotel accommodation now.

Programme

Friday 20 July 2007

From 1200 arrive at York/Elvington (EGYK) Runway 26/08 is 3018m. Current landing
and parking fee is £12 which includes admission for the pilot to the Yorkshire Air
Museum, with entry for passengers at £3. Free parking if you take fuel. A light lunch will
be included within the Registration fee (see below).
(http://www.yorkshireairmuseum.co.uk/) .

1600 - Coach will leave York/Elvington for the Park Inn (Formerly the Moat
House/Viking Hotel) which is situated right in the centre of York on the bank of the
River Ouse.

1930 - Informal Carvery Dinner in the Park Inn Restaurant (to own account)

Saturday 21 July 2007

Full English breakfast (included in accommodation rate)

1000 - Start with a guided walk of historic York followed by visits to a choice of York
attractions including National Railways Museum, Castle Museum and Jorvik Viking
Centre (Guided tour and ‘York Pass’ giving admission to all major attractions, included
in the Registration fee).

Lunch available at various local restaurants or in the Park Inn to own account.

1930 - Dinner in private room in the Park Inn. (Dinner with half bottle of wine per person
included in Registration Fee).



Sunday 22 July 2007
Full English Breakfast (included in accommodation rate)

0930 - Annual General Meeting of IFFR (UK) Ltd in the Park Inn.
1200 - Coach departs for York/Elvington where lunch is available to own account.

Registration Fee is £85 per person which covers return coach transport between
York/Elvington and the Park Inn as detailed, lunch on Friday and admission to Yorkshire
Air Museum, guided tour and York Pass on Saturday, and Saturday Dinner in private
room with half bottle of wine.

Please book hotel direct with the Park Inn York, North Street, York YO1 6JF as soon as
possible quoting “IFFR”. Telephone +44 (0)1904 459988, Fax: +44 (0)1904 641793, E-
mail: reservations.york@rezidorparkinn.com. The total cost including twin room for two
nights, full English breakfast, service and VAT at current rate in a twin room is £209 or
£168 for single occupancy. Credit card details will be required at the time of booking.

Please complete the booking form below and return to Malcolm Hill, Canberra House,
Beech Lane, Oldham, Lancashire OL4 4EP. Telephone 0145 787 3250. Fax 0161 628

5948. E-mail: m.hillS@btopenworld.com

Last name Badge name Rotary Club*

Pilot/driver

Passenger

Passenger

Passenger

* if applicable, non Rotarian guest may accompany an IFFR member

Flying/Driving to event (Delete as applicable)

Arriving from | Aircraft registration | Aircraft model Departing to
Address

Postcode Country

Telephone Fax Mobile E-mail

Emergency contact (not attending event
Name Relationship Telephone

I enclose a cheque for £85 per person made out to IFFR UK Ltd and confirm that I will
undertake all necessary pre flight planning and fly within the requirements of my licence

SIZNALULE ..vivvereeiivrerenteeereerecrnarneneens Date....covvvriiiiiiiiiiie



IFFR UK Section Science Museum visit 10" Jan 2007.

About sixteen Flying Rotarians, motorcyclists, and friends made it through storms and floods to arrive in time
for morning coffee in South Kensington. I think that it must have been my first visit since my prep school days
about 40 years ago! Peter Davison, our guide, retired from the Museum some three years ago. He really is a
walking encyclopaedia on aviation, and we could not have wished for greater knowledge from a tour guide. The
information he provide us with was detailed and comprehensive, and far too much was thrown at me to
remember it all.

We stared off in the early flight section, gliders, and work done by Lilienthal, Cayley, and others including, of
course the Wright brothers. It is easy to forget just how much experimental work they did with prototype
gliders, and how much they got to understand of aerodynamics leading up to the Flyer’s flight on 17 Dec 1903.
All was done in great secrecy because of competition sponsored by the Smithsonian Institute.

Some interesting points about the Flyer. Amazingly, it seems to me today, as soon as the flight had happened it
was cast aside because they moved on the next prototype. Lessons learned so far (quite apart from the fact they
had proved powered flight was possible) :

The rectangular stabiliser (tail plane) needed (rudder) in order to assist with turns .

The front mounted elevator also acted as an artificial horizon.

That co-ordinated controls was the way forward.
Remember that in 1903 long distance communications were still in their infancy, and many people were
somewhat reluctant to accept the Wright’s claim. So not long afterwards they were invited to attend a gathering
at Le Mans in France to prove the point, I imagine with other hopeful flyers.
Somehow the Flyer itself ended up in the Science Museum London, it stayed there until WW I, when, I guess
for safety it was removed to a barn in Wales. After hostilities the Americans made claim to it (I suppose this
was fair enough!) and it was returned to the States, but not before a full size exact replica was made which is on
display today. From a personal point of view I was delighted to see that my great great uncle Maj Gen
J.E.Capper (1861-1955) had not been overlooked. He realised with very farsighted thought the importance
aviation in war (exactly what the Wright Bros did not want , but recognised was inevitable) and he became
Commandant at Farnborough forming the Air Battalion which went on to be the Royal Flying Corps and later
the RAF . If that wasn’t enough he also realised the importance of “Land Battleships”, but funds were not
available and the “tank” did not arrive until well into WW I (these types just never stop!). His “gongs” can be
seen at the Tank Museum Bovington

Apologies. I digress. On then, to Alcock and Brown’s Vimy bomber, with it’s sturdy looking airframe, but very
fragile wires connecting upper and lower wing ailerons and vast fuel tanks within the fuselage for the long
flight. An open cockpit - They must have nearly frozen to death! And apparently because their radio was not
working they were not sure if the Handley Page was near them so they took their first chance to land. Also of
that period, a Fokker without fabric covering to display the complex construction and an SES are on display .
The Supermarine S6 seaplane flown by F/Lt J.N.Boothman that won the Schneider Trophy in 1931 caused
much interest not least its oil cooling systems, pipes faired into the side to the fuselage, and the floats, perhaps
the oil being Castrol R. Shame that neither of the two great men involved, Reginald Mitchell and Henry Royce
would witness future developments being the Spitfire, and the Merlin engine of course.

WW 11 is represented by a lovely Hurricane and Spitfire, both early examples, and the cockpit of a DC3 that
really spanned the war and of which some are still around today.

Downstairs a magnificent Lockheed Electra, and put to work only 1 %2 miles from where now keep my little
Robin Alpha, the Flying Bedstead, and Harrier suitably labelling “RAE Bedford”.

1 am running out of space, and have only scratched the surface.

My only regret is that a visit does seem rather like an inspection tour of undercarriage systems, as due to space I
suppose, most displays are suspended form the roof. Oh, this is also now in all of our interests due to highly
dangerous luminous paint used in old instruments which is causing museums quite a headache, so today’s red
tape answer seems to me to be if the enemy didn’t get you then the radiation from the instruments would! Funny
how long many WW II aircrew have lived since 1945

Tom Wells 15" Jan 2007.



VYULCAN TQO THE SKY PROJECT
BRUNTINGTHORPE - Sunday 25™ March

By Rin James O’Neill, R C of Kelvedon & District

We set off from Earls Colne Airfield (EGSR) on a lovely spring morning heading 008
from overhead the field to avoid the LTMA around Stansted. At Lavenham, having
cleared controlled airspace, we turned on to a heading of 290 direct to Bruntingthorpe and
climbed to FL65. We were on our way and looking forward to a great day out.

The weather was forecast to be fine and although we were flying through fairly thick haze
we did not anticipate any problems. (I know - we should have done). About twenty five
nautical miles out from Bruntingthorpe we were flying over fairly dense cumulus but still
we didn’t worry too much — I was IMC rated and the plane was IFR kitted and we had a
good GPS and so we started our descent at about 18 n/miles out, tracking towards the

airfield.

We descended into the cloud at about 3,500 feet and continued down, down, down and at
1,500 feet we were still in the cloud. Remembering the IFR rules about remaining clear
of obstacles five miles either side of track, my excellent ‘buddy’ pilot scrutinised the
chart and we continued our descent. At thirteen hundred feet we broke cloud, circled and
landed two thirds of the way up the two mile long Runway 08.We were met at the plane
and taken by car to the security cabin to book in and then to meet Rodney to sign in for
the start of our visit.

Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome is located 10 miles south/southwest of Leicester and was
formerly used by the United States Air force during the 50's and 60's as a heavy bomber
base. Now it is a very successful business run by the Walton family. Chief Executive of
Bruntingthorpe is Rotarian David Walton and it was he and his father who were initially
responsible for bringing the Vulcan to Bruntingthorpe. Incidentally, David kindly agreed
to waive the landing fees for our visit — and for a Scotsman like me that’s a great
incentive!!! However, because of the poor weather only four planes arrived out of the 10
which were booked but many Rotarians did drive and altogether there were 43 supporters
who attended on the day.

The aim of the ‘Vulcan to the Sky Trust’ is to restore to full flying condition the AVRO
Vulcan Bomber B.MK2 XH558. XH558 was the first Vulcan Bomber to enter RAF
service in June 1961 and was originally stationed at RAF Finningley. It was,
coincidently, the last Vulcan to leave RAF service after 33 eventful years. Its last flight
was to Bruntingthorpe Aerodrome on 23™ March 1993. They have set a target of having
it completed and signed off in time for the Falklands Tri-Services 25 Anniversary Fly
Past in London on the 17™ June. Can you just imagine it — the sound of engines
approaching from the from the north east, closing in on the Mall and then its salute as it
roars over Buckingham Palace surrounded by similar nostalgic aeroplanes.

It was a full morning starting off in the hanger where we were given time and allowed to
wander around and look at the plane which is an awesome sight close up. There were a
lot of points of interest including a looped video show which was very interesting and
informative. There were posters providing many interesting statistics on the plane and a
lot of information. There was a map displaying the UK targets from a Cold War
perspective including communications targets, industrial targets and population density
targets. Tt alan demonstrated the effective ranse of different sized nuclear warheads.



However, my favourite without a doubt, was the chance to sit in a real cockpit of a
Vulcan. The cockpit was original and we were allowed to go up into it. Much of the
original equipment was still in place and, listening carefully, I could hear the ghosts of
previous pilots and air crew as I sat in the left hand seat and ‘prepared’ for my bombing
run. Magical!

The day was very well organised (thank you Rodney) and after the hanger we, as the
second group, went upstairs for a presentation by a very informed volunteer, Dennis
Parker. Dennis, originally a BT engineer, became a volunteer three days after the project
started in 2001 when he was thrown a volume of Vulcan wiring by David Walton and
told he was now the project Electrician. What David hadn’t told him was that there were
another thirteen volumes!

Dennis’s presentation was immensely entertaining and was interspersed with interesting
facts and anecdotes. There was no doubt he knew his subject and was able to answer all
the questions put to him. He illustrated the restoration and explained the various roles of
those involved. He described the challenges which faced the team and touched on the
intricacies of restoring a Vulcan Bomber on a shoestring budget. Afier the presentation
IFFR Chairman Rodney proposed a vote of thanks and Dennis received a well deserved
round of applause.

Next we visited the outdoor ‘Cold War Jet Collection’. We were introduced to the
collection by Geoffrey Poole who proved to be another extremely knowledgeable guide.
Geoffrey had previously given a talk to the Rotary Club of Leicester so his abilities and
enthusiasm were already well known to some. There were many notable planes in the
collection including a Hunter, Canberra, Comet, Lightning, Harrier, Seahawk, Sea Vixen,
Buccaneer, Super Guppy, Iskra, Jaguar and a very noticeable Victor Bomber converted to
provide in-flight refuelling, Geoffrey explained the background of many of the planes
and their role in the cold war. He was a mine of information and talked expertly on his
subject and provided many fascinating details.

Although the planes are museum exhibits many of them are still capable of running their
engines and this is done on occasions. On special days certain of the planes are started up
and accelerated down the length of the three kilometre runway which must be a sight to
behold.

Then to finish off the day it was down to the local pub for a hearty Sunday lunch. The
food was excellent and the company even better. We had a chance to reflect on the day
and what we had learned. The pub, the Joiners Arms in the nearby village of
Bruntingthorpe, was a traditional village pub and with the sun now shining it was just the
perfect end to a great day.

I must finish by saying a big ‘thank you’ to Rodney for organising such a memorable day.



Part 2 of Feroz Wadia’s African Safari
CAPE TOWN to ELDORET

As dawn broke we requested a formation flight of ten aircraft into Durban
International. Unsurprisingly ATC would only clear us individually with alternate
aircraft at 500 and 1000 feet for the four minute flight. Then over an hour on the
ground being ferried to the terminal, arrivals, fees, departures, security checks etc...
and all because we were required to leave South Africa from a designated airport.

Fox 1sky over Cape To

Red--Southbound & Blue-Northbound

A wonderful flight along the coast at two thousand feet till Mike announced “Whales
at 77 nautical miles to Inhaca”. We were down to two hundred feet but saw only one
while those ahead were much luckier. We over-flew Inhaca Island to inspect the
runway approaches and condition then to Maputo (formerly Lourenco Marques) the
capital of Mozambique to be greeted by Red Bull girls with gifts, flags and the ever
present Red Bull. A two hour wait while our hosts disappeared with our passports and
$80 a head to obtain visas and pay fees.

The Indian wholesaler of Red Bull provided a light lunch of shellfish and also a coach
for a tour of the city ending up at the famous Beach Restaurant “Costa do Sol.” Some
of us chose the Jumbo Prawns...certainly the largest I have ever seen. There was very
little on the menu apart from seafood. Old pictures in the restaurant gave us a glimpse
of Maputo as it had been under the Portuguese -- with a tramway system and lovely
white colonial buildings. Now the only reasonably clean buildings were the
government ministries and diplomat’s homes. The national flag shows an AK47 —
essential equipment. Then a sunset flight of 25 nm to the tiny island of Inhaca where
a tractor and trailer took us to the lovely beachside hotel.

Hans and Alf finally caught up with us the next day after their water-in-the-fuel
problems on departure from Durban Virginia. Dregs from the fuel bowser had ended
up in OE-KMW.

The next morning five of us opted for the ten minute boat ride to Portuguese Island

(un-inhabited) and were left there for three hours to circumnavigate the island. A
great three hour barefoot walk amongst hundreds of brightly-coloured star fish,
cormorants and pelicans. Back at the hotel Hans was still out fishing when 1 took a
call to say that there would be no fuel for us at Pemba till Thursday at the earliest and
that there were no other alternatives with fuel.



A wake up call at 4.45 instead of 5.45. The earlier call should have been for Guido to
take the Swiss back to Maputo in the 182 to collect their Cessna 340. The strip at
Inhaca had been judged marginal for the fully-loaded twin carrying our supplies of
Red Bull. So it was breakfast at 5 a.m. and a 7.30 departure along the coast at two
thousand five hundred feet till we saw the whales we had missed earlier and went
down to have a closer look.

The others had routed direct and we were the last to arrive and be refuelled at Beira,
Mozambique, a huge airport. A Mission Aviation Fellowship Cessna Caravan and
Cessna 210 taking missionaries to a conference in South Africa were the only other
aircraft movements. The bar was bare apart from one bottle of whisky and one of
Vodka and three cans of soft drinks. The restaurant could only provide Chicken and
chips. The good news was that Hans thought that our fuel had now arrived at Pemba.

Four hours later as we approached Pemba over a dramatic mountainous landscape it
began to pour. We had been in no hurry as we had fully expected re-fuelling from
drums to be in progress for at-least the next three hours. However our fuel were still
on a ship in a port 200 km to the South and would not be unloaded till the next day at
the earliest and then driven up to us in another day or two. Not much hope of sticking
rigidly to our timetable which we had amazingly managed to do so far!

Transferring every last drop at Pemba The Curved approach at Mayotte

Plan “B” was to transfer Avgas from Hans’ ferry tank and my tanks to those requiring
Avgas and for the VLA and us to use Mogas. So before the next morning we had to
find someone with transport and a 200 litre fuel drum. Alf, an aircraft broker with
contacts around the world, did find a pilot operating out of Pemba who promised to
organize both. We could then relax and begin to enjoy the excellent Beach-side hotel
and buffet prepared by the resident German chefs.

We drained my tip tanks by the suck and siphon method. Not a pleasant experience
for those with a mouthful of avgas and even worse for the Dutchman who splashed
his eyes. Once the tips were empty we attempted to empty the mains through the drain
valve—a painfully slow method. Baffles in the mains prevented a hose being used.
We provided 50 litres to the German Cessna 182, 25 litres to the Dutch Saratoga, and
20 litres to the British Saratoga and took on 60 litres of Mogas. This would now
enable us all to reach Mayotte (officially an Overseas Collectivity of
France...whatever that might be) -- a two- and- a -quarter hour water crossing. We
were assured that there were drums of fuel available there.



A beautiful day and an interesting landing at Mayotte with a curved approach due to a
hill and town on final. We now heard that there may be no fuel in Nosy Be so we had
to ensure that we had enough fuel to get back there. Another great flight - low over
blue, blue waters to land amongst hills and forests at Nosy Be. We spotted holiday
homes in the clearings and luxury yachts in the harbours of these French Comoros
Islands.

Immigration officials came out to the aircraft to collect our passports. Very helpful
French speaking individuals we thought till in the terminal they produced a small
cyclostyled piece of paper which demands a handling charge of $90 per aircraft to be
split three ways amongst the Police, Immigration and Customs. It had the rubber
Stamps of all three organisations. Hans intervened and said that this was highly illegal
and that we should not pay. So they refused to return our passports. There were many
raised voices and much school French spoken and as we were twenty-four and they
were five, our reasoning prevailed. We then had the worrying prospect of leaving the
aircraft there with no security.

It was now dark and we were driven twenty-two kilometres over very rough forest
tracks with just a few huts to be seen now and then. An hour and a half later we
arrived at the lovely Amarina Hotel (www.amarinahotel.com) with rooms strung out
along the beach. The manager explained that guests usually arrived in daylight and
were collected by boat. It was an Italian family-owned resort hotel, very popular with
honeymooners. Unlimited grilled lobster, good wine and dining in the open air made
up for the fuel and arrival difficulties of the day and with nothing but a boat ride to
snorkelling and diving sites to look forward to. Heaven at last.

We had to wade out to the three boats and head out early. It was a beautiful morning
and the sea was calm for the first twenty minutes till we left the lee of the land. Then
the ride became really rough and we were soon completely drenched. Lucky Lee, a
retired policeman, went up in the air, landed awkwardly and jarred his already
damaged spine and was in agony. We decided to divert to a different island while the
other boats were promised that it would only be another half hour of rough water
followed by an hour of smoother water before they arrived at the dive site!

We spent the day visiting different sheltered islands, deserted lighthouses,
snorkelling, feeding monkeys and had a fantastic day. The second boat had returned
to the hotel just after we had separated while the eight who went on had a great time
diving and eating for the rest of us. A chef and staff from the hotel had been out ahead
of us and set up a buffet with a lobster and sailfish bar-be-cue.
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En-route to Pemba



Re-fuelling the next morning involved a twenty-five minutes boat ride followed by 40
minutes in a minibus, two-and-a-half hours of pumping fuel from drums by hand, then
the same journey in reverse only now low tide added another half hour to the boat
journey as we could not get over the reef. I still had time for a long chat with Bill who
had sold his engineering business the day before leaving for Salzburg and this journey
was a retirement present.

Another boat and bus ride to the airport next morning. Now that we had full tanks
again we amended our flight plan to follow the twin direct to Dares Salaam while the
others went back via Mayotte to re-fuel. The customs lady had her revenge for the
$900 we had refused to pay by examining every bag very slowly before making a
large white chalk cross on it! As did customs by demanding General Declarations in
triplicate for each aircraft.

We climbed to flight level 65 while the twin went to 145. We saw no land and had no
radio contact for four hours till “Dar Control” heard us 160 nm out and we then spoke
to “Approach” at 60nm. All very professional till hand over to” Tower” when the fun
began.....at 10 miles we were number 5 for a downwind join for runway 05, not
runway 14 as some others were being given. Both landings and departing traffic on
the two cross runways simultaneously.

A twin lined up for take-off on 05 asked “Right or left turn-out?” He received no
reply. He tried again with still no response. Meanwhile landing traffic was getting
closer. In desperation he then said “Maam, Shall I keep straight on, go around the
world and come back here?” There was a stutter then “Left turn-out” and off he
went,

We were on a one-and-a-half mile final when she cleared a twin to depart on the cross
runway 14. He had heard us and asked how far out we were. “One mile” but with
traffic landing behind he seemed to hesitate, rolled and just crossed 05 as we touched
down. A departing airline captain commented “They really should give you a second
frequency”. The poor woman had been handling ground control as well! This was at
the busy Dares Salaam International Airport.

Red Bull representatives were there to greet us with their customary chilled cans. As
the others were not due for another hour, we opted to fore-go the official reception
and head straight for the hotel, grab the computers and catch up on e-mails.

Rotarians and Red Bull girls Hans performs the Equator crossing rites
With a taxi for the day we visited craft markets — mainly wood carving and painting, a
museum of traditional houses and huts, the Slipway shopping mall, docks, the Sea
Cliff Hotel and finally the Fish Market. Red Bull were our hosts at the Qyster Bay
Grill Room for Dinner and introduced us to Campari or Vodka with Red Bull ! Try it.




A Dares Salaam departure to Mombasa with no problems -- over-flying lovely
Zanzibar where we had spent three days on the way south and Mafia Island — a large
and seemingly un-inhabited island but with daily flights from Mombasa. Quick and
efficient re-fuelling at Moi International -- on the BP card at $2 per litre but then a
long walk to arrivals for a 7 day transit visa for $20. A beautiful ten minute very low
level flight along the coast to Kijipwa Airstrip where our hosts were the local Aero
Club. They provided a very civilized Sunday Lunch with an Italian Buffet and the
usual choice of either Kilimanjaro or Tusker beer.

The Sorova Whitesands Hotel was a long bumpy bus ride away but well worth the
journey. It was Peter’s birthday so he provides the customary Moet et Chandon, the
hotel produced a surprisingly good cake and the kitchen staff came out and sang
“Happy Birthday” in Swahili. All this followed by Masai dancing lessons under the
stars at the Beach Bar.

Five of the twelve aircraft chose to fly either inland to Sato Rock or along the coast to
the ancient city of Lamu. We took a taxi for the day and explored Mombasa. The
Handicrafts Co-operative was excellent and Helmut ordered a mahogany model
aeroplane for his six year old son. We explored Fort Jesus (Portuguese in 1498, Arab
from 1603, and finally British and armed with Scottish cannons from the Carron
works). Then Hindu and Sikh temples, the Old Town, docks, customs sheds, markets
and finally a drink at the popular Tamarind Hotel where we met up with the others.

Flying pa Mt Kilimanjaro

6,562 miles flown and 8,501 to go

A longish walk to Halley Park Zoo the next morning was well worth the effort. We
then squeezed into the last three seats in a Matatu (minibus taxi) to get back to the
hotel. Peter’s wife, Johanna, was to leave us the next morning to return to Vienna. She
had flown with us for four weeks and for the first time FW would have only two on

board.

Our waitress, Virginia, entertained us with her quips which included “Do you like
your coffee strong and black like me, or white and weak?” She also managed to
procure the last case of the good wine for our table so was well rewarded. I spent
some time talking to the “London-Australia” and “Around New Zealand Air-race”
crews and picked up some useful tips for the next trip.

Up before dawn again for the flight to Eldoret. The Aero Club at Nairobi had
transported six drums of Avgas and one drum of Mogas there to await us. Helmut




insisted on using unleaded Mogas wherever available for his Rotax and as he only
carried 120 litres we agreed to take the balance. As seven drums would not be enough
fuel for us all, three of us decide to route via Nanyuki where Avgas was available,

We flew between Mt. Kilimanjaro (20,000 ft) and Mt. Kenya ( 17,000 ft) with a solid
layer of cloud below and let down into a beautiful valley at the foot of Mt. Kenya.
-- a good tea and coffee growing area. TropicAir who operate two sightseeing Cessna
Caravans and two Eurocopters provided five, twenty-litre containers of Avgas at $2
per litre and also aero-engine oil, a rare commodity. This was a busy tourist area and
the restaurant produced an excellent lunch.

With no sign of the other two we departed the 1200 metre field (elevation 6,200 ft)
and climbed over beautiful county-side and rising ground to cross a ridge at 9000 feet
beyond which it was downhill to a long runway which appeared to be flooded in the
evening light. Eldoret being the home of the President of Kenya now has an
International airport -- too far from the tourist attractions and barely used.

While waiting to refuel we had time to inspect the damaged aircraft. The Saratoga had
one wheel dig into sand while taxiing at Kijipwa. Guido in the following 182 got out
to help. As the wheel came free the wing-tip swung and contacted the Cessna’s prop
which was still turning. In a couple of hours both were airborne with the Saratoga
flying without the fibreglass tip fairing and an inoperative auto-pilot and the Cessna
with a patch on the cowling and the nicks in the prop dressed and filled.

We took on 35 litres of Mogas at $3.50 per litre due to transportation costs and the
twin took the last thirty litres. Helmut asked about the octane rating but we had no
idea. We had used Mogas from Nairobi before with no ill effects and now had 85
litres of Mogas mixed with 220 litres of 100 octane Avgas in our mains and another
114 litres of Avgas in the tips.

Eventually a taxi took us the 26 km to the Eldoret Club, a typical British colonial
establishment with an excellent golf course, tennis courts, swimming pool, chalets and
reciprocal arrangements with clubs in London, India and elsewhere. We were up at 5
for a 6 a.m. departure. It was still dark and cold. Peter went to file a flight plan direct
to Djibouti instead of heading to Addis with the others. It had rained overnight so 1
dried the aircraft, checked oil and drained the fuel which appeared reddish in the
dawn light. The Mogas we had taken on the previous evening had been dyed a fairly
strong red so I let the anomaly pass.
Part 3 — The Final Departure — will be in the UK Summer Bulletin



IFFR CLOTHING

The popular range of clothing embroidered with UK and Ireland IFFR logo is once
again available. The range consists of Sweat Shirts and Polo Shirts in a choice of
dark and light blue. All shapes and sizes for both sexes are catered for. An addition
to the range is the IFFR HIGH-VIS jacket, which more and more airfields are
demanding. This has the IFFR logo on the front with "Flying Rotarians” printed on the
rear. The HIGH-VIS jackets come in two sizes — medium and large — and allow for
being worn over clothing. No stocks of any of the items are held as they are
produced to order so, if you want to fly in style in 2007, now is the time to complete
the order form below. If you have any questions contact Angus Clark (Tel./Fax 01433
631585 email: clark@foldhead.plus.com)

ORDER FORM
‘Name
IAddress
Postal Code
Tel. No. email

SIZE COLOUR No. | PRICE TOTAL

Dark Blue or
Light Blue
IFFR SWEAT SHIRT £14.00
S-36,M-38,L-42, XL - 46,
XXL - 50.
IFFR POLO SHIRT £11.50
$-—-36, M ~38,L-42, XL — 46,
XXL - 50.
HIGH-VIS JACKET £9.50
{M)edium or (L)arge
Post & Packing - UK Istitem - - 2.50
Additional items - each 1.00

Note: Republic of Ireland and Continental Europe - £1 supplement

Cheques payable to: A Clark

Return by 20 May 2007 to: Angus Clark Esq.
Folds Head Close,
Allow 28 days for delivery Folds Head,

Calver, Hope Valley,
Derbyshire 832 3XJ




