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DAWN TO DUSK

Once again our enterprising member John Pile, a Flying Instructor fron
the Havertordwest School of Flying, has made an interesting and topical
entry fo this competition. In company with another local pilot, Marcus
Palmer, and two observers, John flew 720 n.m. in one day, visiting and
prictographing no tewer than 25 Battle of Britain Airfields in Southern
England anc then supmitted a “log" complete witn comparison photographs of
the same airtields in 1940. How appropriate for the 50th Anniversary ot the
Battie.

Judging ot the entries in this keenly contested prestige event was in
the hands ot H.R.H Tne Duke of Edinburgh, assisted by Rovert Pooley, John
Farley the BAe (hiet Test Pllot, and others, The entrants ana their wives
were invited to the prizegiving ceremony, held at the Lansdowne Ciub 1in
Lengdon on 2%th January, when Group Captain John ("Cats Eyes") Cunningham
awarded to John & Marcus certificates for "Enterprising Aviation" - a fair
description of their ingenious entry
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JERSEY AEROCLUE RALLY

At the time ot going to print indications are that seven or eight IFFEK
planes will be competing in this event, which is being held on the May Bank
Holiday Weekeno, although due to unforeseen problems the usual Bank Holiday
visit to Dinan has had to be cancelled. Our stalwart Channel Island members
Charles Strasser and Graeme Le Quesne are flying to Czechoslovakia on the
preceding weekend tor the (harter Presentation to the Czech Rotary Club
which Jersey Rotary Club has sponsored with financial support to the tune
of £1,000. As they are not due back until the eve of the Rally no IFFR or
Rotary Dinner will be held on the Friday night, but members will be present
at the Aeroclub Rally Dinner and Prizegiving which will be reported in the
next issue ot "The Rotating Beacon".
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MALTA RALLY

For those who are looking for something dittferent and turther from
home an invitation has been received tor IFFR members to participate in the
Rally, to be hela on 29th June to 3rd July. This falls nicely between our
Caledonian Rally in Edinburgh cn ist June and the International Meeting in
Cambridge on 13tn July, Full details and an application form can be had
from the Mslta Rally Organiser , Rally House, Robert Samut Square,
Floriana, Malta phone 242860 or fax 237182. This is not an official IFFR
event but a report trom any member participating would be welcome for
inclusion in a forthcoming Bulletin.



SYWEL) SUNDAY

congratulations to Brian McGraw of the Wellingborough Club assisted by his
President Caradoc Roberts and tellow member Bernard Smart, Desmona Vaughan
President of the Northampten Rotary Club, and Chris Parker Chairman of the
Sywell Aero Club, accompanied by their respective wives, who arranged the
successtul first event of this year's calendar., As ever, the spring weather
was unkind teo us, the strong winds in Edinburgh and Shobden grounding even
the intrepid Feroz Wadia as well as Brian Strawtord, and causing such
severe colds to James & Elsie Frost our helicopter members from Uxtord that
they were obligea to cry ott.

Those who succeeded in getting in by air were fves & Sheila Branson frcom
Biggin Hill accompanied by their dog (no Peter has not regrown his beard),
Barry Paget trom Bodmin, the three Mustgetheres from Coventry = Roy larey
Brian Rugsell & Jimmy Kumar, Malcolm Hill with guest Frank Settle from
Crosland Moor, and Robin James from Petervorough Conington with Mike Church
& Beb Huckle. The latter three must have nad the shortest tiight to an IFfR
meeting on record, beating the previous record of (Geneva to Annecy neld by
Marc Bonnet !

irwin Rodgers accompanied on this occasion by Carcolyn continues to hold the
unbroken record tor attendance by road, and this time was matched by Bob
Bowers trom Leicestier and Trevor #arriott {rom Retford. Unhappily none ot
the other tnree Committee Members was able to be present put their absence
aid not in any. way diminish the enjoyment ot the event by those who were
present, and who gave such & good start to tne 1FFR Season.
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CAMBRIDGE IS GO !
The U.¥. International IFFR Meeting at Cambridge on 13th/14th July is going
ahead as planned, Full programme details, hotel and airport information
will be sent to you and to all the European Sections within the next few
days. HNote the dates now, and enjoy a weekend in one of the most beautitui
University Cities in the company of your friends. (Gals Dinner In the Great
Hall of Queens College on Saturday evening). DON'T MLSS THIS ONE.
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HAS ANYONE GOT A SKY-HOOK 7

Among our membership we have helicopter pllots, glider pilots, and
halloonists as well as the more conventional power pilots of varying
degrees of qualification and experience. Save for the gliders, the other
members usually succeed in getting airborne by theilr own efforts, but we
have now received an enquiry from Graham Browning, asking whether any IFFR
Pilot member has a plane equipped with & tow-hook suitable for giving him
an aero—-tow., This would enable him to attend one of our Rallies by car,
towing his glider behind him, and at the conclusion of the event he could
be pulled up intec the sky before cruising silently home to base, where
presumably he would light the fire and put on the kettle to welcome home
his wife after her struggle with the homebound traffic ! Would anyone
interested in combining forces in this manner please give Graham a call one
evening on 0980-6220338. 1t would certainly add a new dimension to the event.



FIRST PAST THE POST 1S5 THE WINNER
Your newly appointed Events Co-Ordinator Erwin Rodgers has scored a
memorable tirst when arranging the Summer Frogramme. We have ben invitecd by
LOTUS CARS ot Hethel, Norfolk, to visit their factory tor a conducted tour
ot the plant in which the luxXury sports anc saloon cars are manufactured, a
puftet lunch, and an opportunity to test drive some ot their cars on the
test circuit, on the runway and perimeter track otf the rormer KAF Airfield.

This meeting 1is to ope held on Saturday Slst
August, ana the attendance is strictly itimited to no mere than 30
persons, arriving either by roag, or by air at Hethei between the hours of
10.00 am ane 11.0U am local, when a temporary radio facility wiii be opened

for us. No more than 1O planes can be accommodated and the event which
will be in great agemand is strictly on a "“first Come - First Acceptea®
basis. fhose who have enjoyed the LUTUS nospitality on previous occasions

know that this is a great aay out, and in keeping with our traditions
ladies will be welcomed. In view ot the limited numbers no guests other
than a iady or tfellow KRotarian accompanied by an LFFR member can be
accepted, anq names snould be advised as soon as possible direct to IRWIN
RODGERS, phone 061-336-3846 or FAX 061-335-0824. He already has two firm
bookings so DO NUT DELAY.

HETHEL is about 7 NM south of Nerwich - strictly PPR and only open to
us on the occasion of this visit. No tuel or Lustoms facilities, Air-Ground
radio only and late arrivals CANNOT be accepted as the runway is part ot
the test track. An Elan or Elite up your tail at 140 mph would quite spoil
even your best landing.

GRANITE CITY OR WINDY CITY ?

IF you Jjust cannot manage to get to Hethel but tancy a visit to
Scotland instead, you have the choice of two dates. The first is our FIRST
CALEDONIAN RALLY to be held in Edinburgh on the weekend of ist JUNE. Qur
nhost is Feroz Wadia IFFR #3446 who has recommended that arrivals use
Glenrothes with kdinburgh as tne alternate in order to avoid the expense
and problems ot the lnternational Airport. He assures us that no passport
is needed 10 cross the border and that a warm welcome awaits us. He will
arrange transpert to the Capital in time ior afternoon shopping tfor those
arriving on Saturday morning, and the evening entertainment will be a real
“Ceilidh" which my dictionary detines as “an informal gathering for story
and song". ! suspect that any singing will be the result of imbibing the
customary 'wee dram' and have never known pilots short ot stirring tales !
On the Sunday morning the Annual General Meeting will be held at the Hotel,
giving an opportunity for all those attending (including the ladies) to put
torward ideas for improving the Section, suggestions for future events, anag
for the election of Officers for the forthcoming year. For those able to
stop over until Monday a visit is planned to a whisky distillery to see how
the largest export from Scotland is created. Please contact FERQOZ WADIA by
phone - 031-556-2345 or FAX 031-556-1012 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, as the date
is only a month ahead and he needs firm numbers to make reservations.

The cecond date for a trip to Scotland is 9th to ilth AUGUST when we
are invited by the Aberdeen Flying Club to visit the Granite City Rally.
The entrance fee of £10 covers ALL landings AND parking for the weekend.
This is not an ofticial IFFR event but for those interested tull details
can be obtained trom the Coordinator, Geoft Greavey phone (U467-681654.




unce again we are invited by our italian iFFR Friends tc participate
in their Internationai Meeting, organised 1in conjunction with the [nner
Wheel Club ot Parma and the Parma Aerco-Club. This takes place on MAY 25th %
Z2bth, and will celebrate tne opening of the Internationa! Airport “NATALE
PALLI" at Parma. This means that toreign visitors like ourselves will no
longer have to contend witn the incredible delays and bureaucracy which we
faced at Genoa Airport on the occasion ot our visit to Farma in 1984,

Un arrival by 12 noon and atter registration tunch will be provided at
the AeroClub followed by a tour of the fascinating 0Uid town before
returning 1o hotels to prepare for the Gala Dinner te be held at the Ducal
Palace, in the company of Rotarian visitors from other Clubs. On the Sunday
morning there will be conducted visits by coach to the Magnani Founcation
to gsee the production of Parmesan Cheese and to a ham processing plant in
Felino to see the time and skill taken to prepare the delicacies ror which
this region is famous. Lunch at & nearby restaurant concludes the meeting
and you will be transporied back to the Airport in time for departure home.

The cost is modest tor the hospitality provided :

Registration tee L. 170,000 (about £80) per person,
Hotel : Single room L. 85,000 (£40) or Double room L. 120,000 <£55) per night

PLEASE phone, fax or telex AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE to the Secretariat

Phone 010-39-521-815031/81%641 : Fax 010-32-521-816784 : Telex 530443 or to
the Host President, Ugo Sassi on 010-39-521-816971. The Heotel is the

HOTEL FARNESE Via Reggio S1/A Parma Phone 994247 Fax 992317

AIRPORT DATA : ICAO Code LiMP, Elevation 164 ft, Runway 1640 metres asphalt

AVGAS 100 LL available. Weather & Customs present for arrival & departure
with English spoken and a Tower fregquency of 118, 45,

For those making a tirst visit to Italy this event will provide a gloricus
introduction to a fascinating part of that beautiful country. Those who
have been before should need no encouragement to repeat the experience.
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OBITUARY
JOHN STUDHOLME
We regret to announce the death of John, a member of the Reading
Rotary Club, and a member of IFFR for several years, who passea
away on 23rd October last after tighting against cancer for two
years. He enjoyed his membership and the news ot the Fellowship
brought to him by the "Rotating Beacon", and we shall miss him.
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{Hz SHAPE OF THINGS Ty oMb 7

On my weekena visit to France, breakfast was drougnt tc my rocm accompantad
as usual in the smaller provincial hotels by a copy O the merning paper.
Friding myselt con my French, 1 read with :interest that tne Minister ot
Touriem, a local man, hse been concerned that tne 1mpact or tne vhannel
Tunnel! and the relaxation of (ustoms barriers had caused a substantial
increase in tne number of tourists visiting the Fas de Calais to tne
“cetriment of provincial centres further iniand. He hsa persuacded his
ccllieagues in Government that 3 cost ettective method of ameliorating the
problem and stimulating tourism generally was to faciiitate tne expansion
ot non-scneduled air traffic, as the majority or French provincial towns
nave suitapble airfields nearpy. This had reduced the burcden on the road
system in the nerth, but at first increased tne pressures on the major
international airtields. IY was therefore necessary 1o expanc the use ot
provincial ana Llub 2irfieids to acceomedate the extra air traffic, 3nd witn
the assistance ot other gepartmenis trnis nad peen achieved

fo overcome the problem of Customs % !mmigration contro: at the Clun
airtields without the expense ot regular attendance, nis Ministry hao
sponsored  the 1nstaliatic of  tax machines. Piiots of non-scnedules
alpcraft trom anrcac had oniy to senc 3 tax before aeparture, glving
detai:s ¢t the aircrati and particulars ot tne persnng awoard, anoc so long
as the piriot =signed tne fax message anc general deciaration on arrival all
tormalities were waived. A similar procedure applied on ceparturs, and tne
signed faxes ana declarstions were aispatched at regutar week:y intervals
to tne authoritias tor collation. This arrangement had been agreec witn the
autherities in the U K. Germany and the Benelux countries and negotiaticns
were in hand for flights from italy, Spain & Switzerland. Spot checks by
the aviation branch ot Customs had contfirmed that breacnes ot the privilege
were negligible, cue to the benetits of compliance to the pirots concerned,
particularly in the private sector.

The consequent increase in general aviation traffic and the reducticn on
pressure at the major international ports of entry had so surprisze¢ the
(ivil Aviation Authorities that they had agreed for an experimental pericd
to waive the requirement of tiling VYFR flight plans for ali tlignte to
which the concess:on applied, so long as the aircraft was racio equipped
and established radio contact with the arrival airport before landing so
that the fax received coula be traced and verified. This had supstantia:ly
reduced the burden on the ATC authorities for the benefit of tne :(fR
traffic. A VFR flightplan remainec mandatory for flights to the few
international airports such as koisey, Urly, Satolas & Nice where the great
majority of aircratt had aiways been on IFR flightplans. Much co-ecperaticen
had been received trom the authorities in the adjacent countries wnere tne
extension of simiiar tacilities had proved beneticial overall.

At that point in the article ] was obliged to turn the page, and doing so I
fell out of bed, only to realise that it was stili dark anc¢ neither
breakfast or newspaper had, in fact, arrived. I should have appreciated the
likely consequences of a dinner on the preceding evening ot seafooed,
tollowed by grenouilles, a chateaubriand and then brie. The one fragment of
recollection which remains is the dateline on the paper - 30th June 1993
Was this a premonition, dream, or nighimare ? We can all speculate !

{Contributed by an author who insists on remaining anonymous. £Ed.)



